
US Attorney General Eric Holder announced his resignation on Sept. 25 after 
leading the Justice Department for six years. Though he is resigning, Holder 
has stated that he wants to “continue to serve and try to find ways to make our 
nation even more true to its founding ideals.” Holder is the first African-Amer-
ican Attorney General and has held the post for the fourth longest tenure in 
US history. Holder had previously announced that he planned to leave office 
by the end of 2014.

As Attorney General, Holder has specifically focused on civil and equal rights. 
Under his leadership, the Justice Department sued Texas and North Carolina in 
a dispute over their voting laws, and how they would unfairly affect the ability 
of minorities to vote. Holder also refused to defend the Defense of Marriage Act 
that prevented the federal government from recognizing same sex marriages.

Holder acted to reduce sentences for drug and nonviolent offenders, aban-
doning mandatory minimums that have been imposed during the War on Drugs. 
Federal drug offenders now face shorter sentences if they do not have ties to 
gangs or cartels. Over the last six years, both the incarceration rate and the 
crime rate have decreased by 10 percent.

Recently, Holder spoke out about the shooting in Ferguson, Missouri; he 
stated that he had an “understanding of the mistrust that some citizens harbor” 
towards the police force and discussed reassessing the relationship between 
racial minorities and the police. He also visited Ferguson during the protests and 
announced Justice Department investigations into both the shooting of Michael 
Brown and the Ferguson Police Department.

Holder has been criticized for Operation Fast and Furious, an operation by the 
justice department that involved sending nearly 2000 guns into Mexico in order 
to track them to drug traffickers. However, the justice department lost track of 
the guns. Guns later found at the scene of the shooting of Border Patrol Agent 
Brian Terry were linked to the operation. Holder refused to hand over documents 
related to the operation and was held in contempt of court after doing so.

Holder will remain at the post until a replacement is confirmed by the Senate, 
possibly next year. As Attorney General, he has played a powerful and often 
controversial role in American justice.
(Sources: CNN, BBC, NY Times)
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Trooper shoots unarmed man
by Rachel Salisbury
Editor-in-Chief

Sean Groubert, a 31-year-old former South Carolina state 
trooper, was arrested Wednesday, Sept. 24, for shooting an 
unarmed man, 35-year-old Levar Jones, a week earlier. The 
former trooper could face a felony charge of assault and 
battery of a high and aggravated nature, for which he could 
receive up to twenty years in prison.

A dashcam video includes evidence of the shooting and 
altercation between Groubert and Jones. Groubert says in 
the video that he pulled Jones over for a seatbelt violation. 
The tape shows Groubert shooting Jones four times as Jones 
turns to get his license at Groubert’s request. Groubert then 
orders Jones to exit the car and get on the ground. Jones 
replies to the gunshot while 
following Groubert’s request 
to exit his vehicle, saying, 
“I just got my license, you 
said get my license. What 
did I do?”

“You dove headfirst back 
into your car... I told you to 
get out of your car,” Grou-
bert explains, to which Jones 
replies that he hadn’t heard 
him correctly. Jones then 
points out his license on the 
ground. 

The video continues to show the two awaiting medical 
assistance for Jones, who was shot in the hip. Jones’ injuries 
have been healing, and his attorney released a statement 
saying that Jones has been released from a hospital.

At his hearing on Wednesday, Groubert pleaded not 
guilty and was subsequently freed on a $75000 bond. The 
aforementioned video was played at his bond hearing.  
Groubert was fired on Sept. 19.

Leroy Smith, director of the South Carolina Department 
of Public Safety, said, “The facts of this case are disturbing 
to me, but I believe this was an isolated incident in which 
Mr. Groubert reacted to a perceived threat where there was 
one.” His statement then continues, “this incident occurred 

in broad daylight. Mr. Grou-
bert had a clear and unob-
structed view of Mr. Jones. 
While Mr. Groubert was within 
the law to stop Mr. Jones for 
a safety belt violation, the 
force administered in this case 
was unwarranted.” Groubert’s 
attorney claims that Jones 
grabbed his license “aggres-
sively,” causing Groubert to 
believe it was a firearm.
(Sources: Washingotn Post, 
LA Times)

Teenage murderer escapes from correctional facility
by Hyutae Byun
World Editor

On Thurs., Sept. 11, T.J. Lane, a 19-year-old prisoner, briefly 
escaped from a state prison before being caught in a church 100 
yards from the same prison.

Lane is serving a life sentence without parole after firing a .22-cal-
iber pistol and killing three fellow high school students and wounding 
three others at Chardon High School in February 2012. Chardon High 
School was located about 200 miles west of the escape site.

Following the murders, Lane made national headlines when he wore 
a shirt with the word “killer” scribbled on the front to his trial. During 
the trial, Lane claimed that he did not know why he shot the other 
students. Despite his assertions that he suffered from hallucinations 
and mental instability, Lane was put on trial and sentenced to three 
consecutive life sentences for the murders, as well as 37 years for the 
wounding of the other students. 

When news of Lane’s escape was made public, police officers were 
sent to guard the homes of the families of Lane’s victims, and Chardon 
High School officials decided to cancel classes and offer counseling 
for students.

Lane escaped from the prison with two other prisoners. All three 
were caught within hours of escaping, and were sent to the Ohio State 
Penitentiary following the escape. Ohio State Penitentiary is used for 
prisoners requiring maximum security.

Authorities are currently investigating the nature of the escape, 

which took place at Allen Oakwood Correctional Institution. 
Allen Oakwood is a minimum to medium-level security prison 
in Lima, Ohio. Investigations are also being launched into why 
Lane was sent to Oakwood, rather than a more secure prison.

The escape also launched a debate between prison union 
workers and officials. According to a union of prison guards, 

STEPPING DOWN: Holder resigns after an extensive and impactful career as Attorney General

In a Seattle City Council briefing on Sept. 29, city 
attorney Pete Holmes proposed dropping all tickets for 
the public use of marijuana issued by the Seattle Police 
Department in the first seven months of this year. 

Holmes came to this decision after learning the 
majority of the tickets were issued by officer Randy 
Jokela, who disagrees with the law legalizing marijuana. 
Approximately 100 of these tickets were issued between 
Jan. 1 and Jul. 31 of this year and around 80 percent 
of them were written by Jokela. Jokela even wrote on 
one of the tickets that he thought the law legalizing 
marijuana was “silly.” He was temporarily reassigned, 
and the Seattle Police Department’s Office of Professional 
Accountability is currently investigating this matter.

In 2012 Washington voters legalized marijuana and 
authorized its sale to adults over 21. While Washington 
State has legalized the recreational use of marijuana, it is 
still illegal to smoke the drug in public. Doing so results 
in a ticket and $27 fine. Holmes, however, believes it is 
more important to educate citizens about the law than to 
collect fines. He said, “The goal all along has been not to 
issue tickets as much as to change behavior.” Along with 
planning to dismiss these tickets, Holmes also plans to 
refund those who have already paid this fine. 

At first police chief Kathleen O’Toole asked Holmes to 
drop only the tickets issued by Jokela; however, Holmes 
intends to dismiss every ticket because it would not 
only be an easier procedure, but it would also provide 
more accurate data as the city continues to track the 
enforcement of the law.

The department is also changing their behavior when 

Marijuana tickets dropped
it comes to enforcing the public marijuana consumption law. 
They are trying to give verbal warnings before issuing citations 
when necessary, refrain from seizing marijuana, and not issue 
tickets when marijuana is being used on private property      – even 
if it is visible to others.
(Source: ABC News)
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SHOWING SUPPORT: Holmes speaks out in support of legalizing marijuana  in 2012
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PLEADING NOT GUILTY: Groubert believes it was wihtin his right to shoot 

prison administrators were warned of a possible prison break on 
Wednesday, but the only action taken was isolation of one of the 
prisoners. Additionally, the union claims that it has repeatedly 
warned authorities of possible security flaws within the prison, 
to no avail.
(Sources: NY Times, Wall Street Journal, Reuters)
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PRISON BREAK: Lane escaped from Allen Okwood Correctional Institution in September; he was caught withing hours of escaping and sent to Ohio State Penitentiary


