
NationalPage 4

El Gato • Monday, September 15, 2014 • Los Gatos High School • www.elgatonews.com

On Aug. 9 Michael Brown, an 18 year old African American, was 
shot six times and killed by Officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Mis-
souri. The shooting led to debate over racial discrimination in police 
departments. The protests and riots that ensued led the police to turn 
to military-grade weapons, which sparked another debate, this one 
over police brutality.

While it was originally believed that Wilson stopped Brown because 
he was involved in a robbery earlier that day, it has been confirmed 
that Brown was actually stopped because he and a friend were jay-
walking; however, Brown did take part in the robbery that morning. 
Why Brown was shot is still 
being disputed. Eyewitnesses 
say he was trying to surrender 
while the police claim that 
Brown assaulted Wilson before 
the shooting. 

A grand jury is currently 
hearing testimony in order 
to decide if Wilson should be 
charged for the shooting or 
not. This process can take 
anywhere from a few days to 
two months. The Brown family 
lawyer, Benjamin Crump, also 
represented Trayvon Martin’s 
family during the trial of a 
similar incident in 2013.

Just like the Martin shoot-
ing in 2012, the Ferguson 
shooting involved a black 

On Monday, Sept. 1, a Delta Airlines flight from La Guardinia, New York, to West Palm Beach, Florida, 
was forced to divert from its planned flight path and land abruptly at Jacksonville, due to an argument 
between passengers over legroom and reclining seats. The pilot was forced to land in Jacksonville, 280 
miles away from West Palm Beach, where local law enforcement removed one of the passengers.

The argument began when one woman started to recline, causing the napping woman behind her to 
scream and swear. According to eyewitnesses, a flight attendant attempted to resolve 
the conflict but was unable to 
appease either passenger.

Eventually, one of the pas-
sengers requested that the 
plane land, leading to a stop 
in Jacksonville. As a result 
of the unplanned landing, 
the arrival of the flight at its 
intended location, West Palm Beach, was 
delayed for about 90 minutes.

This event marks one of three similar fiascos that have occurred within the past three weeks. On a 
flight from Miami to Paris on Aug 27, a flight was forced to land in Boston when two passengers got into 
a heated dispute after one of the passengers attempted to recline in front of the other. Plainclothes US 
air marshals had to subdue a 60-year-old Frenchman, who was later charged in American federal court 
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teenage boy as the victim. Many believe that Brown’s race led Wilson 
to shoot him, bringing many demonstrators to protest on the streets 
of Ferguson. While there are many peaceful protesters, there have 
been many people who have chosen to demonstrate their feelings in 
a more hostile way. 

Rioters have broken into stores and windows have been broken. 
When people were not protesting peacefully, the police have used tear 
gas to disperse protesters. The citizens of Ferguson were even given 
a curfew to try and put an end to the chaos. The increase in violence 
even delayed the start of school.

On Aug. 18 Governor Jay Nixon called the National Guard into 
Ferguson. The National Guard was not called in for the use of their mil-

itary grade weapons because 
the Ferguson Police already 
has access to those. Instead, 
the National Guard was called 
to provide more manpower to 
help with the protests.

The response to these vio-
lent outbreaks has led many 
to question the police’s use 
of military grade weapons and 
police brutality in general.
On Aug. 25 Brown was laid to 
rest at Friendly Temple Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in St. 
Louis, MO. Brown’s friends and 
family, in addition to thou-
sands of mourners, came to pay 
their respects at his funeral 
service.
Sources: USA Today, CNN

Riots ensue after Ferguson shooting
Emma Sulkowicz, a senior and visual arts student at Colum-

bia University in New York, has gained recent media attention 
due to her latest attempt to reform campus policies towards 
rape and sexual assault. After her own rapist (and the alleged 
rapist of two other women) walked free, Sulkowicz has decided 
to carry around a twin sized mattress to all of her classes and 
outings until her rapist is expelled.

On the first day of her sophomore year, Sulkowicz was raped 
by a fellow classmate in her own dorm. Traumatized by the 
event, she didn’t report the incident until eight months later 
when she gained support from other victims of sexual assault. 
She later met two other women who had been assaulted by 
the same student. Her case and the cases of the two other 
students were dismissed, and the alleged serial rapist walked 
free without any punishment.

Sulkowicz has decided to base her senior thesis on this 
incident, through the performance art piece she has entitled 
‘Mattress Performance’ or ‘Carry That Weight.’ The piece is meant 
to represent her struggle since the incident and the lack of 
justice she feels has been executed by Columbia University. “A 
mattress is the perfect size for me to just be able to carry it and 
continue with my day, but also heavy enough so that I have to 
continually struggle with it,” she commented.    

Throughout her two-year long struggle for justice, Sulko-
wicz has conducted interviews with Time, The New York Times, 
Gawker, and other major publications. She has incorporated the 
publicity into her thesis. “The past year or so of my life has been 
really marked by telling people what happened in that most 
intimate private space and bringing it out into the light,” she 
says. “So I think the act of carrying something that is normally 
found in our bedroom out into the light is supposed to mirror 
the way I’ve talked to the media and talked to different news 
channels, etc.”

Sulkowicz will continue to fight for the expulsion of her 
rapist and a for more comprehensive investigation of sexual 
assault and rape cases. In a statement responding to her 
performance art piece, Columbia University said, “The Uni-
versity respects the choice of any member of our community 
to peacefully express personal or political views on this and 
other issues.” The university has not commented on Sulkowicz’s 
alleged rape.
Sources: Gawker, Times, New York Times, Independent.co.UK
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Several planes diverted due to disputes over seating
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New voting requirements have been passed in 22 states since 2010. 
These include states no longer required to abide by the Voting Rights 
Act restrictions. 

Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act required that Arizona, Alaska, 
Texas, Louisiana, Virginia, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, and South 
Carolina receive federal approval in advance for all potential election 
laws. In 1965 these states were well known for the prevalence of racism 
among their state legislators, and the law was necessary to restrict them 
from passing election laws that 
would prevent minorities from 
participating in the election 
process. 

 The four general catego-
ries of these new laws include 
shorter early voting periods, 
expanded registration require-
ments, harsher identification 
laws, and the restriction of 
convicted felons’ voting rights.

Many critics of these new 
laws say that the restrictions 
are strikingly similar to those 
used to prevent minorities 
from voting before the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. Indeed, 
seven of the states had some of 
the highest African American 
voting turnouts in 2008, and 
nine of the states were among 
the 12 highest Hispanic voting 
turnouts. Many of the states 

implementing laws are looking to limit voting hours on weekends, 
which have shown to be favored by minorities and low-income voters. 
Election laws requiring the presence of a birth certificate or passport 
are detrimental to low income voters, as it takes both time and money 
to acquire either document.

GOP representatives have been accused of passing these laws to 
sway the vote in their favor. This is understandable considering that 
18 of the 22 states establishing restrictions are GOP led, and the 
laws affect minorities who tend to vote for Democrats. Many states 
are also looking to remove the on-campus polling locations used by 

university students, many of 
whom vote for Democrats as 
well. In an interview on the 
Daily Show, GOP executive Don 
Yelton admitted, “The law is 
going to kick the Democrats 
in the butt.”

The proponents of the 
law claim that it will pro-
tect future elections against 
voter fraud. In 2007, the Bush 
administration concluded a 
five year investigation into 
voter fraud, finding almost no 
evidence of its prevalence in 
the United States. Currently, 
Arizona, Texas, North Caro-
lina, Arkansas, Kansas, Ohio, 
Wisconsin are fighting in court 
for the validity of their new 
election laws.
Sources: Washington Post, New 
York Times

with interfering with flight crew members, which is a violation of law and can carry a sentence of up to 
20 years in prison.

 Similarly, a flight from Newark to Denver on Aug 24 landed in Chicago after two passengers 
fought over the use of a “Knee Defender”. The Knee Defender is a plastic device manufactured by a Wash-
ington-based company. It retails for 21.95 dollars, and can be attached to the arms of airline fold-out 
tables, where it restricts the recline of the airline seat. Although both passengers were removed from the 
plane at Chicago, no arrests were made.

The rise in popularity of the Knee Defender has been attributed to the reshuffling of seating config-
urations by airlines, and the resultant 

lack of space. According to the Los 
Angeles Times, the average space 
between a front and back seat used 

to be 33 to 34 inches, but has fallen in 
most airlines to about 31 inches. To compound 

the issue, the FAA has not yet released official rules 
about seat-blocking devices, even though many airlines prohibit 
the use of such devices.

Despite record profits for most airlines last quarter, many airlines are also being criticized for the 
practice of charging customers for more legroom and new baggage fees. For example, Delta Airlines offers 
an Economy and a more costly Economy Comfort option, which has a five additional inches of legroom.
Sources: Reuters, Wall Street Journal, LA Times
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CONTROVERSY IN COLLEGE: Sulkowicz takes unconventional route to expel rapist.
Courtesy Wikicommons 

RESTRICTIONS LIMIT VOTERS: New laws tend to limit Democrat voters’ ability to vote.

PROTESTS IN FERGUSON: Brown’s supporters say he was trying to surrender when he was shot.

Courtesy: Wikipedia 
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