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by Hyuntae Byun
World Editor

Our town’s name may translate into “the cats,” but Los Gatos is the proud new home of 
a company devoted exclusively to dogs. Specifically, Pack is a new technology startup that 
is creating a social network for dog owners and lovers across the world.

While the idea of a dog-centric social network may seem strange, the basic concept 
rests on the idea that dogs are part of the family. The company is trying to reinforce the 
message that “dogs remind us that life can be simple and love can be easy.” In an internet 
dominated by cat photos, Pack is trying to create a centralized feed dedicated to dogs.

So far, the company’s products include a website (located at packdog.com) and a mobile 
application for the iPhone called Snack. 
On the website, one can create an 
account or sign in using Facebook. From 
there, you are taken to an active page 
featuring live feeds and photo streams 
of your favorite dog breeds, editor’s 
picks, and all breeds.

The design of the website is very 
Instagram-esque, and actually offers 
integration with Instagram, so that 
dog photos are automatically uploaded 
to both Instagram and Pack. You can 
comment on or “love” photos, and 
photos include links to specific dogs, 
breeds, and owners.

In addition to the standard Pack 
feed page, dog owners can create profile 
pages for specific dogs, which feature 
a large cover photo and information 
about the dog, including age, location, 
gender, weight, and birthday. Dogs 
can be “loved” or “tracked.” Based on 
preferences for tracking dogs, Pack 
will recommend similar dogs for tracking. Tracking a dog will feature all updates from the 
tracked dog on the feed page. 

The website is further divided into “packs,” which are based on dog varieties. There are 
currently dozens of packs, ranging from affenpinscher to Yorkshire Terrier. To accommodate 
future expansion and niche varieties, Pack has a web form for suggesting more dog varieties. 
Each pack has a pack “leader,” who curate pack pages and find dog variety-specific content 
for the Pack weekly newsletter, which contains a collage of various dogs and breeds.

Pack is also expanding from the internet to the real world, using “Campus Packs,” which 
are geared towards dog-friendly companies and businesses. Campus Packs allow employees 
to create a formal physical and online group of co-workers for dog-related discussions and 
activities.

Pack is working to try to spread the dogma (pun intended) that our canine companions 
are indeed man’s best friend. If you agree, check out their website at: www.packdog.com.
Sources: (Gizmodo, Pack, Venture Beat)
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Dogs connect online

PACK: a social network allows dogs to communicate online.

Los Gatos bookstore expands
by Jessica Blough
Culture Editor

On Aug. 8, Village House of Books opened their 
second location at 21 West Main Street. Just over a 
year after opening their first store on Village Lane, 
owners Steve and Cheryl Hare decided to expand their 
business to the other side of town, where the foot 
traffic is better. The new store is larger and equipped 
with more titles than the original. 

The store sells a variety of genres, from children’s 
books and young adult fiction to cookbooks and adult 
novels. The books are sorted by genre rather than 
being alphabetized, allowing readers to find books 
similar to their favorite more easily. Along with 
having hundreds of titles, the store also sells jewelry, 
music, and gifts.

Village House of Books plans to host several 
events at their new location, including storytimes 
for children and meet-and-greets with local authors. 
On Aug. 23, they collaborated with the Los Gatos 
Library to host a Literary Fair in the town plaza. Over 
30 local authors and five publishing companies came 
for book signings, readings, and Q&A sessions. The 
most notable authors were Laurie R. King, author of 
The Beekeeper’s Apprentice, and Jay Elliott, author 
of The Steve Jobs Way. 

The Hares started Village House of Books in 2013 
when they opened the Village Lane location. Cheryl 
quoted Neil Gaiman when explaining what inspired 
them to open a bookstore, saying “‘A town isn’t a 
town without a bookstore. It may call itself a town, 

LG raises cancer awareness
by Montana Fowler
Editor-In-Chief

In the spirit of National Childhood Cancer 
Awareness month this September, the Los Gatos 
community is bustling with activity to raise aware-
ness and funds to honor the cause. 

In honor of Alex Solis, a 13 year old Los Gatos 
resident and baseball fan who passed away after 
a struggle with cancer in 2011, Team Alex Solis is 
participating in Alex’s Million Mile, an event put 
on by Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, ALSF. 
During the month of September, the teams run, 
walk, or bike to reach the million dollar goal set 
by Alexandra “Alex” Scott (1996-2004) when she 
was four years old. The money is raised through 
participant’s fundraising pages. To join Team Alex 
Solis or donate to their goal, visit http://www.
alexslemonade.org/mypage/1119592.

Sofia Vernacchia’s recent diagnosis of Leukemia 
at six years old has led to the creation of her page 
in the Team G Childhood Cancer Foundation. Team 
G focuses on raising money for research, because 
childhood cancer receives too little funding to 
research new healthy treatments. They want to raise 
money for less-toxic treatments and to support the 
families with pediatric cancer patients. To donate 
or get involved with Sofia’s Courage, visit http://
teamgfoundation.org/sofia/.

New teachers on campus
by Kelsey Fleming
News Editor

This year, several new teachers joined the 
LGHS staff, including Jennifer Bryan, Christine 
Chiodo, Rodrigo Coppelli, Annameekee Hesik, 
Joe Manildi, Tyler Murgia, DeLynne O’Toole, and 
Janna Rigby. 

Bryan, a new biology and chemistry teacher 
this year, is optimistic for the school year ahead. 
She is currently in her first year of teaching. Last 
year, Bryan worked as a long term substitute. Her 
favorite part of being a teacher is “getting to know 
the students and helping them learn.” In addition 
to her interest in teaching, Bryan is also an avid 
runner and athlete. She enjoys running half mara-
thons and trail runs. 

Chiodo, a new World History teacher this year, 
is currently in her seventh year of teaching. Before 
coming to LGHS, she taught for six years in Virginia. 
Chiodo said, “My favorite part about being a teacher 
is that every class and every day is always different. 

CARING CRANES: a program run by the Japanese classes at LGHS.

AN ABUNDANCE OF CRANES: each crane is handmade. Any student at LGHS can participate in the fundraising the week of Sept15.

 Caring Cranes is a new charitable project by 
the Japanese classes at LGHS to raise money for 
their fellow classmate, senior Tessa Davis, in her 
fight against cancer. In Japanese culture it is a 
tradition to give 1000 paper cranes to send wishes 
of recovery. During the week of Sept. 15, the Jap-
anese classes will set up tables around campus. For 
one dollar, a student can either make a crane or 
purchase a premade crane to write their name on it 
with a message for Davis. Their goal is to raise 1000 
dollars for the Davis Family. For more information 
visit their Facebook page, https://www.facebook.
com/CaringCranes?fref=ts.

but unless it’s got a bookstore it knows it’s not fooling 
a soul.’” They hoped to create an environment where 
readers and authors could come together and be excited 
about all types of literature. The positive environment 
of the store is complete with a dog-friendly patio and a 
children’s nook. “We want to maintain a great integrity 
and create a great experience for customers,” commented 
Cheryl Hare. 

Village House of Books on Main Street is open seven 
days a week, from 9 AM or 10 AM to 5 PM or 6 PM. They 
have the complete collection of the required summer 
reading books for LGHS at the lowest price. They choose 
the books they carry through research, customer recom-
mendations, and the owner’s personal favorites. For teens, 
Cheryl Hare recommends Fangirl and Eleanor & Park by 
Rainbow Rowell, and Steve Hare recommends The Glass 
Castle by Jeannette Walls.
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I also love just interacting with the students in 
class and seeing what direction that class can go 
in.” One of her favorite places to visit is Prague, 
Czech Republic. 

Hesik, another new teacher this fall, has been 
teaching for 14 years. This year, she is teach-
ing one class of English 11 and four classes of 
English 12.  “I love interacting with students, 
and I appreciate the brilliant observations they 
make about the literature we read. I also think 
my students are hilarious and witty. I enjoy every 
day I spend with them.” In her spare time, she 
enjoys writing young adult fiction and baking 
delicious desserts. 

Rigby, teaches an English 11 class and Drama 
1, 2, and 3 this year. She has been teaching 
for 23 years. She stated that her favorite part 
about being a teacher is “interacting with  
students and learning alongside them.” In her free 
time, Rigby enjoys going outdoors and traveling 
to the beach in search of sea glass.

BOOKWORMS: LG students can get all their summer reading books locally.

Leadership is in full swing
by Maddie Abene
Web Editor

LGHS’s leadership staff is back in action and 
preparing for a very eventful school year. On the 
first day of school, ASB President Natalie Scott and 
Senior Class President Elizabeth Von Klan assumed 
their positions as the school’s leaders on the front 
steps and delivered inspirational speeches. 

On Thursday, Aug. 28, the first ASB meeting 
of the year was held and the ASB representatives 
went to classrooms to deliver the “Leadership Link.” 

According to Senior Dance Commissioner Ally 
Dyer, the student government has begun making 
plans for “Beat Toga” shirts, Prom, and fundraisers. 
Final decisions have already been made regarding 
the Coronation dance theme which will take place 
on Saturday, Oct. 25. 

Spirit Week themes and days have been 
decided, and Leadership staff will begin hallway 
decorating on Sunday, Oct. 19. The spirit rally will 
be held on Friday, Oct. 24 and will be followed by 
the Homecoming game vs. Palo Alto. Clubs were 
announced on Monday, Sept. 8. 

THE NEW HOUSE OF BOOKS: located on Main Street in Downtown Los Gatos, the new store carries a variety of books for people of all ages.

R. Murai

CONTROLLED CHAOS: LG students gather on the first day of class.

V. Wallerstein

BEAT TOGA TEES: students vote on the best design at club day.

photos Caring Cranes


