
by Montana Fowler
Editor-in-Chief

LGHS teacher David Homa wants his students to get more out of 
their last required classes at LGHS, so he works to incorporate learn-
ing “outside the four walls of the classroom” into his Government and 
Economics classes. His classes are raising money this year to 
give college scholarships to two high school students 
in Kenya, and the amazing part is his students 
will decide which Kenyan students get the 
class scholarships.

Homa first connected with the 
Kisumu Day Boys High School and 
the Kisumu Girls High School four 
years ago when he spoke with 
Columbia professor Jeffrey Sachs 
at a book signing about inte-
grating his ideas into Homa’s 
classroom. Over the last four 
years Homa’s students and the 
Kenyan students have done 
activities together to compare 
their viewpoints. 

Last year, Homa’s Economics 
students tried to find solutions 
for issues the Kenyan students faced 
every day, and then they used the 
class Facebook group to propose their 
ideas to the Kenyan students. The LGHS 
students could then talk about their ideas with 
kids who could actually tell them if they would work. 
This year the Government students wrote what they think the 
natural human rights are, and the Kenyan students are doing the 
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same to compare. “I feel it is more important to get outside the four 
walls of the classroom and to interact with kids on the other side of 
the world,” commented Homa. “I think they all discover that they are 
more similar than not.”

 Over the last six years, Homa’s students used kiva.org to 
lend money to people in developing countries to help them start 

a business. When the new entrepreneurs paid the loan, 
the students reinvested the money the next year. 

Last year, however, the students brainstormed 
a way that they could help the kids in the 

Kisumu schools that they had connected 
with over their semester. While kiva.

org was a good tool, the students 
wanted to help the kids on the 
other side of the world whom they 
had gotten to know. Homa said, 
“I thought a college scholarship 
would be more meaningful to the                                 
seniors I teach.”

The goal is to raise two 1000 
dollar scholarships, one for a girl 

at the public boarding school and 
one for a boy at the public boys 

school. With three weeks of fundrais-
ing, Homa’s classes are already to 1/2 

of the way to their goal this semester. To 
raise money, Homa passes around an enve-

lope for cash donations each class, but anyone 
can donate on their IndieGoGo link. Homa says that 

their goal is the two scholarships, but if they raise more, 
they may add a third.

One of the most interesting parts of the project is that Homa’s 
students will create the application for the Kenyan students and then 
will review the turned in applications to decide which students get 
the scholarships. “I do not know of any other scholarships where the 
students get to decide [the recipients],” commented Homa. “I think my 
students may have a different way of judging who gets it than adults.”

Homa’s ultimate goal with this project is to really give seniors 
some perspective on connect-
ing with high schoolers on the 
other side of the world. Homa 
stated, “It is unique that my 
students are able to meet and 
understand kids like them in 
different economic situations. 
When you get out of this school 
you will interact with others 
not in this environment. We 
have a lot, and some we could 
share by interacting in a real 
way with people in other parts                     
of the world.” 

To donate to the Kisumu 
Scholarship fund, visit elga-
tonews.com, or scan the          
QR code.

by Rachel Salisbury and Jessica Blough
Editor-in-Chief and Culture Editor

Among adverts and local campaign posters, a new sign has made 
an appearance on front lawns and in store windows; it reads, “Town, 
not City.” Just as these have materialized over the past month, both 
commercial and residential developments have formed throughout the 
district. In fact, the latter is the cause of the first, a frustrated plea to 
control the expanding Los Gatos population.

The North Forty Specific Plan, which will allow for the construction 
of up to 364 homes and additional commercial developments in Los 
Gatos, has sparked homegrown resistance. Frustration turned to posters, 
posters turned to demonstrations, and the “Town, not City” campaign 
has taken off from its modest beginnings to receive significant support 
from the community. 

In addition to its over 1000 likes on Facebook, “Town, not City” 
gathered its adherents on Tues., Sept. 16 at 6 PM, to champion 
their cause. Townspeople gathered on the lawn of City Hall to rally 
before the town council meeting and demonstrated their desire for 
their elected officials to reconsider accepting plans that would, in 
their opinion, have a negative effect on the town’s infrastructure                                         
and environment.

The North Forty Specific Plan is not the sole offender, as many other 
developments have been approved in the past, each one stretching Los 
Gatos residents’ tolerance closer to its breaking point. Tony Alarcon, a 
demonstrator at Tuesday’s rally interviewed by Mercury News, asserted, 

North Forty Specific Plan spurs debate
“Our town council has approved more high-density development projects 
that even they have admitted have been mistakes.” 

The Town of Los Gatos planning commission held a discussion of 
planned development zoning on Wed., Oct. 8 at the Town Council 
Chambers. According to a flyer distributed to publicize the event, 
“the intent of the October 8 meeting [was] for the Planning Com-
mission to receive input and comments from the public, review 
the Town Council referral and 
related materials, and return a 
recommendation to the Town 
Council.” The flyer also states 
that the public hearing is not 
specific to one amendment to 
the Town’s Zoning Code.

For more on how the new 
developments and overpopu-
lation affect LGHS, read last 
month’s editorial, “Growing 
population causes overcrowd-
ing in LG schools,“ at elga-
tonews.com. To give your 
feedback to “Town, not 
City,” fill out their survey 
using the QR Code.
(Source: Mercury News)

SPORTING SHIRTS: The Kisumu high school boys wear LGHS Lacrosse t-shirts with Homa.

Scan the QR code or use the 
link above to donate money to 
the Kisumu Scholarship.

Scan the QR code or use the 
link above to fill out the 
“Town, not City” survey.
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