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Wearing black will make you feel more powerful. Listening to 
the Beatles will increase your happiness. 
Being nice will almost always be a 
better option than being cruel. 

 -Michelle Huang, Web Editor
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The most important thing to remember during 
your time in high school is that 

it’s totally okay to make mis-
takes. Learn from each of 
your experiences, whether 
they be negative or posi-
tive, and make the best out 
of everything. No one expects 

you to be perfect in high school, 
partly because everyone is still 

trying to figure things out. Don’t pre-
tend to be someone you’re not, obviously. 

Be kind to everybody, laugh at all of your teachers bad jokes, and 
appreciate the people in your life. Take tons of pictures, join clubs, 
and get involved with your school and community. Don’t wait for 
someone to push you to do something, learn how to motivate yourself. 
Spend time doing things you love. Try not to waste your time.

-Justine Reyes, Graphic Designer & Web Editor
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Always try to help people out, because they will return the favor. If you 
feel out-of-place or awkward, wait it out; over half the time the discomfort 

will pass. Take a class that you think you’ll do badly in, and then try to 
do well in it; you’ll be surprised by how smart you are. Crying in front 
of your math teacher is natural, don’t feel embarrassed about it. Go 
on walks, learn to be independent, expand your tastes and interests, 
and lastly, join El Gato. 

             -Anna Esslinger, Culture Editor

Don’t wait until your senior year to start making new friends. You have 
no idea how awesome all of your classmates are. You will continue to have 

no idea unless you take a chance and do something that lets you meet people you 
might not have met otherwise. Feel free to marathon shows on Netflix, and don’t 

feel guilty about it. Maybe this isn’t top-notch advice, but I have proudly 
watched hundreds, maybe thousands, of episodes and I don’t regret a 

single one. You’re a hard-working person, probably. You deserve this. Be 
an optimist. There is a lot of negativity that is going to come at you 
from your parents, your teachers, even from friends, and there will be 
plenty of self-inflicted negativity too. Know that things are going to 
work out and see the bright side of everything. Don’t have a “poor me” 

attitude. Even if you think things suck, don’t let those things define you; 
acknowledge that you live in a town that hands you opportunity pretty 

freely and treasure how lucky you are. Lastly, don’t be embarrassed to cry 
during in-class movies. English teachers like to show us some pretty 

sad stuff, and if you occasionally (or often) bring the tissue box over to your desk and sob 
openly in front of your classmates, that’s nothing to be ashamed of. 

      -Haley Wade, Editor-in-Chief

 As a graduating senior I seem to have 
inherited the opportunity to offer LGHS students 

advice with some level of authority, but take my words with 
a grain of salt, I never claimed to know it all. Be dedicated to your sun-
screen. A shade of color is never condemned, but I advise against leather 
skin carefully acquired by baking in the sun. Always have enough money for 
an Uber ride home. Invest in a durable water bottle and tote it around with you. Only 
purchase small purses; rarely will your life require you to carry every shade of 
lipgloss you own or reveal a collection of old receipts. Maintaining healthy 
eating habits will make you feel better, mentally and physically. Keep your 
car clean, or organized, so you’re available for day trips. It’s up to you 
to make your days fun and your nights memorable. I encourage you to 

make time for things you enjoy, especially in the midst of hours 
of homework; it will make you feel better and work more 

efficiently. High school won’t automatically be the best, 
or worst, years of your life; contrary to popular belief, life 
is what you make it.

  -Madison Prestine, News Editor

My single most important piece of 
advice would be to remember that 

you are still learning. You may come 
into high school with one preset out-
look, but I guarantee you will come out 
of senior year a different person. Do not allow yourself to 
be confined to one path, one activity, one group of friends.  Each person 

you meet has something special to teach you, so get to know as many 
people as you can. Try anything and everything that interests you. Once 

you find your passion, dedicate yourself and spend your latter high school 
years doing what you love. 

            -Natalie Domengeaux, News Editor

Accept the fact that high school is about change, meaning you and your 
friends are going to change, oftentimes not in the same ways. You need to 
be aware that this is normal and that it happens to many people. Always 
be courteous to those around you. You can tell a lot about a person’s 
integrity by the way they treat their parents, teachers, and waiters. 
The bottom floor of the science wing has the cleanest bathroom. Invest 
in a senior parking spot. Keep an extra bathing suit in your car at all 
times during the warm months. Go to prom, you’ll regret it if you don’t. 
Most importantly, recognize and embrace that high school teaches you 
valuable life lessons that are imperative to the rest of your life even though 
it might not be the happiest experience for everyone.

                              -Quincey Klein, Editor-in-Chief

Try not to be concerned with what other people think of you. Most of the people you know now are 
temporary—don’t change yourself to try to gain their favor. Kindness is sometimes the better option, 
but don’t be afraid to speak your mind—as terrible as it may sound, hurting 
other people’s feelings may help them grow and become a stronger person. 
Remember that you shouldn’t ever try to be like anyone else—be yourself, 
and love yourself. Be friends with people you care about who make you 
feel good about yourself, and spend time building people up, not bring-
ing them down. Do what you want, but be safe because your actions 
now can cause consequences that will affect you in the future. Don’t 
steal anyone else’s numbered parking spot in the senior lot unless you 
are very late—it’ll only be embarrassing if they catch you in the act. 

And join El Gato. 
                                  -Rheagan Rizio, Sports Editor

TRY TO AVOID CRYING OVER AP PHYSICS WEBASSIGN (but understand 
it will happen). No matter how frustrated you are, crying is never the 
answer. It will only be embarrassing in retrospect. Stress out 
moderately about school and college, but don’t give yourself 
an ulcer.  Join a community whether it be field hockey, 
football, El Gato, etc. There will always be people who 
care about you in your extracurriculars. Acknowledge 

how privileged we are for living in Los Gatos, but don’t 
feel guilty about it. Big Sur is beautiful; see it while 

you still live here. Love being a high schooler, but know 
that high school is just a small part of your life. 

  Remember: Bright eyes, full hearts, can’t lose. 
                         -Hana Beach, Editor-in-Chief

Do what you want, not what you’re supposed to do. School is just a little part of your life 
so only give it a little part of your time. Take days off, a lot of days off. Sleep 

in and don’t bother ever getting out of your pajamas. 
Don’t take stuff from anyone, sometimes being 
a jerk is the only way you’re going to sur-
vive. Take five classes your senior year 
and laugh at your peers as you drive 
home at lunch. Take multi-hour long 

baths, stay in the hot water until 
you finish all the seasons of Game 

of Thrones and the X-files. Make sure 
to replenish the bubbles and get those 

cool bath crayons so you can ignore your 
responsibilities for longer. Stay there forever, 

get out only to eat and sleep. That is the 
best advice I can give you; either that or get your GED and get 

your life started.
                       -Sarah Bainbridge, Culture Editor

Enjoy the classes you take, the moments you have with friends and classmates. Never 
feel inferior or superior to those around you. Try to take risks while you are young, quoting 

Rumi,“Do not be satisfied with the stories that come before you, unfold your own myth.”
      -Setareh Raygani, Web Editor
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