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Vernon leaves laughs behind
by Montana Fowler
Center Editor

When faced with the announcement of LGHS 
math teacher Debbie Vernon’s retirement, her 
students exclaimed “No! I can’t imagine attending 
a school without her!” Vernon’s students have 
always loved her classes during her entire 14 
years at LGHS. Vernon’s sweet disposition, sense of 
humor, and love of math have created a welcoming 
environment for students to study mathematical 
principles.

Teaching became Vernon’s second career after 
working at Lockheed as an engineer for 13 years 
and as a full time mom for eight. She chuckled, 
“Now if you actually add those up, you will figure 
out how old I am.” Vernon’s passion for teaching 
began when she worked in her kids’ classes. She was 
alarmed, as a math major, when her kids’ teachers 
taught incorrect math concepts. Vernon com-
mented, “One time, my son’s kindergarten teacher 
said that zero wasn’t a number.” In remembering 
that her love of math came from her excellent 
Saratoga High School teachers, Vernon decided to 
become a teacher. She added, “Ms. Anderson and I 
got our credentials together at San Jose State Uni-
versity as the only middle aged women in the class. 
We made eye contact, and have been friends ever 
since.  We happened to end up at the same place!”

Vernon loves working at LGHS for the 
diversity and resources. “I was a little 
nervous to start working here, 
because I went to Saratoga, 
but I really love it,” Vernon 
commented. “LGHS is so 
well rounded; the ath-
letics are excellent in 
addition to the aca-
demics.” Vernon has 
also appreciated the 
abundant resources LGHS 
provides for its teachers 
including ChromeBooks, 
WebAssign, and the new Math 
building. Though using WebAssign 

Rachlin’s long legacy ends
by Rachel Salisbury
Opinion Editor

“Mrs. Rachlin is such an approachable 
teacher. Her Southern charm makes everyone 
feel comfortable to ask whatever questions 
they may have,” said junior Adam O’Reagan, 
one of the many calculus students LGHS teacher 
Jeanne-Marie Rachlin has had over her 41 years 
of teaching.

Rachlin began teaching at 
LGHS in 1985, having previ-
ously taught at Fisher Middle 
School. Even after a long 
and fulfilling career, 
Rachlin’s not fully pre-
pared to leave her job 
and her students. 
She plans to retire 
and then return  
on a very part-
time basis to 
teach Calculus BC 
in the spring semes-
ter of next year. How-
ever, she will still be 
taking much-deserved 
time off; Rachlin and her 
husband plan to use their 
free time for traveling.

Although she had taught 
other classes previously, Rachlin began teaching 
the calculus class at LGHS in 1991. Originally, 
there was only one class of calculus students, 
but the program has grown significantly since 
Rachlin’s first year. Over the years, the number 
of calculus classes at the high school has gone 
from one to five. Not only has the program 
acquired more students, Rachlin has helped to 
improve its test scores. About 70 percent of 
Rachlin’s students receive a five on the Calculus 
AP exam each year, and 90 percent receive either 
a four or a five.

Rachlin’s impact on the school can be seen 
in other aspects of the math program than just 

superior test scores and flourishing class sizes. For 
example, Rachlin began the math club 20 years ago, 
when a group of students expressed a desire for a 
math extracurricular, and has been supporting the 
club since then. She has inspired students at every 
level of math, having taught every math class from 
seventh grade through high school. From 2002 to 
2006, Rachlin was the Math Department Chair, but 
this is only one of the countless ways in which 

Rachlin has affected the math 
program at LGHS.

Her hard work and 
unique ability to inspire 

her students has not gone 
unrecognized, as Rach-

lin was awarded the 
Santa Clara County 

Teacher of the Year 
award in 2005. 
One of her fond-
est  memor ies 

from her career 
was during a LGHS 

school performance 
when the yearbook staff 

surprised Rachlin by dedi-
cating the yearbook to her. 

With her son in the audience, 
she recounts this as one of 

the many valuable memories she 
shares with her son from when he was a student at 
the high school, including many from when he was 
teahcing her calculus class.

Rachlin is reluctant to leave as she loves “work-
ing with fantastic students, teachers, and adminis-
trators. I have loved working in a community that 
cares so much about education.” Being included 
in English teacher Kurt Kroesche’s Fractured Fol-
lies films, such as Boogie Man and Harlem Shake, 
are some of Rachlin’s favorite moments with her 
coworkers. Just as she cares for her students, Rach-
lin’s students care for her, which is evident in the 
numerous letters and emails Rachlin receives year 
after year from grateful former students.

was a difficult adjustment, Vernon calculated an 
increase in test averages since using the online 
homework program.

The students are the ones who make Vernon’s 
days. “We love joking around. They tease me, and 
I tease them,” she commented. “If there is a day 
where I make the students laugh, 

 it’s a good day.” The part of teaching Vernon 
will miss the most in her retirement is her stu-
dents. Junior Natalie Jagelski commented, “All of 
her mailman stories were wonderful and taught 
me everything.” From Algebra I to Trig Pre-Calc 
Honors, Vernon has taught a diverse selection of 
math classes at LGHS. Her favorite class to teach 
at LGHS is Trig/Pre-Calc Honors, and her favorite 
lesson is “Dividing by Zero.” 

When asked about her reason for retiring Vernon 
sighs, looks off into the distance, and says, “My 
husband retired three years ago, and I want to join 
him. Fishing, hiking, camping, biking...That’s what 
I want to do.” Of all of the ideas that Vernon wants 
her students to leave her class knowing, she wants 
them to understand that “all math has the same 
fundamentals. They never change. You use the same 
ideas, but just at a higher level.” If she could give 
advice to future students at LGHS, Vernon would 
advise having fun in high school, because “that’s 
what you’re going to remember.”


