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LGHS Volleyball falls just short of qualifying for CCS
by Brian Schunk
Sports Editor

The Los Gatos boys’ volleyball team ended its season well, but the 
late season push was not enough. Despite being ranked by Maxpreps 
ahead of 13 of the 24 teams that qualified for the CCS playoffs, Los 
Gatos fell one spot short of qualifying. 

Twelve at-large bids were given out, and the Wildcats were deter-
mined to be thirteenth of the teams considered for those bids. This is 
the third straight year the team has failed to make the playoffs since 
its second-place finish in the 2011 CCS playoffs, yet this year it was 
a considerable shock that they did not qualify. Of the eleven teams 
the boys played this year that managed to qualify for CCS, Los Gatos 
achieved victory against seven of them. Each one of the twelve teams 
that received an at-large bid this year either lost to Los Gatos or lost 
to a team Los Gatos beat this season. In addition, though Los Gatos 
finished ahead of Lynbrook High School and Harker High School in 

the De Anza League, both Lynbrook and Harker found their way into 
the playoffs and Los Gatos did not.

The boys finished the season with a league record of 7-7, good 
enough for sole possession of fourth in the De Anza League behind 
Mountain View High School (14-0), Homestead High School (11-3), 
and Monta Vista High School (10-4).

By nearly every measure, Los Gatos was barely outdone by its 
opponents this season. The Wildcats had an overall match record of 
17-18. In 103 sets, the boys won 51 and lost 52. Finally, the boys 
played 4398 points this season. Their point differential was -10.

They boys were extremely average in tight matches this season, 
which is something they hope to improve on next year. In sets decided 
by two points, the team was 11-12. In five set matches decided in 
five games the team was 1-1, a drastic improvement from last year’s 
record of 0-5 in the fifth set of a five set match. In three set matches 
decided in three games, the team was 2-4.

The Wildcats have drastically improved as a team since the 2013 
season. The team’s hitting percentage, side-out rate, total blocks, 
and ace rate all rose from last year. Los Gatos finished the same or 
better compared to last year in each of the tournaments in which they 
participated in 2014. Their overall record improved from 8-21 in 2013 
and they finished this season with a 10-7 record in five set matches 
as opposed to last year’s miserable record of 2-13 in such matches. 
Most notable perhaps is their ascension to fourth in the league this 
year, a major improvement from last year’s last place finish.         

The team will look to improve further next year as nearly every 
other team in the league is losing most of its talent in the form of 
graduating seniors. Though the contributions of seniors Rory Abra-
ham, Jon Suzuki, and James Powers were great, Los Gatos is still a 
young team that leans on its young talent. Junior Brian Schunk led 

the team in kills this season. Sophomore Teo Nieman was the team’s 
best server, played incredible defense, and even stepped up to play 
outside hitter on occasion. Freshman Ryon Farhadi was called up in 
the middle of the season and proved to be an invaluable defender. 
Sophomore Vlad Pesic led the team in hitting percentage and was 
second in blocks to setter Junior Jacob Patterson. Most notably, Pat-
terson was the only player on the team to play every single set this 
season, and he played the role of captain and team leader. For his 
performance this season, Patterson was named the De Anza League’s 
Junior of the Year. Juniors Henry Moss and Sam Lewis also played 
huge roles in this year’s success and were staples in the lineup provid-
ing solid defense and offense.

Though Los Gatos did not qualify for this year’s CCS Playoffs, next 
year will likely be a different story. Look for the Wildcats to take the 
De Anza League by storm in 2015 when, for the first time in three 
years, the entirety of the starting line-up will be upperclassmen.
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Girls’ LAX finishes 
by Rachel Salisbury
Opinion Editor

May 9 marked the end of a rewarding year for the LGHS girls’ lacrosse 
team. They played their last game of the season as the visiting team against 
Palo Alto High School, with Palo Alto pulling ahead by a small margin after 
a closely matched game. Despite the losses for Varsity and Junior Varsity, 
both teams displayed the skills they have acquired throughout the season 
just as they did in their many previous victories.

Although the season ended with a loss, the team experienced much suc-
cess throughout the year. Kimberly Westbrook, the head coach for both 
Varsity and Junior Varsity since last year, credits the triumphs to the team’s 
cohesiveness. Westbrook acknowledges the team’s ability to come together, 
saying, “It helped that the team meshed so well. We had so many people 
willing to step up when we needed it.”

One of the four captains who stepped up to lead the team, senior 
Lauren Beer, said “The most difficult part of being a captain is making sure 
everyone is working as a team and is fully motivated for games.” The other 
three captains are seniors Hana Beach, Priscilla Chun, and Marcia Lewis.

The accomplishments of this season can also be attributed in part to good 
planning. Unlike last year, where the girls had to scramble to find a coach in 
time for their first game, having Westbrook return for another year allowed 
them time for proper tryouts and preseason training. Assistant coach Heather 
Mozdean was a new addition to the team this year, and she helped Westbrook, 
who had previously coached both teams on her own, organize both teams.

This organization paid off through numerous victories. Westbrook and 
Beer agreed that the Varsity team’s highlight was their 16-14 win in over-
time against Sequoia at the beginning of the season. “We came together as 
a team and completely dominated. It was the first time we understood what 
we needed to do to win. This game really set the rest of the season up for 
us,” said Westlake.

The official season is over, but will be closely followed by off-season train-
ing to ensure that returning players continue practicing over the summer 
and to give new players a head start. Westlake and Mozdean will hold skill 
clinics on Saturdays and conditioning sessions beginning at the end of 
June “for anyone wanting to brush up or learn new skills.” With even more 
planning for the upcoming year, the team is sure to have more outstanding 
seasons in the near future.

courtesy D. Narajowski


