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Local high schoolers compete for musical honors awards

by Hyuntae Byun
News Editor

During the weeks of May 4 and 11, hundreds of LGHS students 
filed into LGHS’s gyms or the Community Room in order to take 
their much-anticipated Advanced Placement exams. This year, 
LGHS offered a total of nineteen AP classes and tests, including 
AP Chemistry, Environmental Science, Computer Science, Span-
ish, Calculus AB and BC, Literature, Japanese, English, Statistics, 
Biology, Music Theory, Physics C Mechanics, Physics Electricity 
and Magnetism, US Government and Politics, French, US History, 
European History, and Comparative Government and Politics. 

Over the past few years, LGHS has seen an uptick in the number 
of AP tests taken. For example, students last year took 1,177 tests 
compared to a total of 1,132 tests taken the year before, or around 
a four percent yearly increase. At the same time, the number of 
students taking tests increased from 529 students to 534 students. 
Meanwhile, the number of students receiving qualifying scores (3, 
4, or 5’s) increased from 940 to 1,001.

The nationwide average for tests taken that received qualify-
ing scores last year was at 58.9 percent, with 14.3 percent of  
tests taken yielding a score of 5, 19.9 percent yielding a 
score of 4, 24.7 percent yielding a score of 3, 22.2 percent  
yielding a score of 2, and 18.8 percent yielding a score of 1. 
Relative to the national average, LGHS fares extremely well, as  
roughly 85 percent of AP tests taken by LG students yield a 
qualifying score. In general, LGHS students score qualifying scores  
on 26.1 percent more tests than the national average. This  

Los Gatos High School leads local public schools in APs

year’s statistics will be released after July.
Last year, the most popular AP test taken nationwide was the 

English Language test, which had 476,277 test takers, while the least 

popular test was Japanese, which had 1,169. Though LGHS offers a 
rigorous set of classes, it currently offers 19 out of a total of 34 AP 
courses. In comparison and not unexpectedly, local private schools 
tend to offer more courses, such as the Harker Upper School which 
offers 26 courses, Bellarmine which offers 23 courses, and Mitty which 
offers 21 courses. Notably, LGHS offers a high amount of APs when 
compared to other local public schools schools, with Saratoga offering 
17 courses and Branham offering 16.
(Sources: CollegeBoard, NY Times)

by Rheagan Rizio
Sports Editor

On May 19, representatives from twelve Northern California high 
schools competed against one another in the California High School 
Musical Honors Awards. Valley Christian High School swept the awards 
show, winning in four out of the six categories.

There were five official awards given out: Outstanding Overall Pro-
duction, Outstanding Lead Actor, Outstanding Lead Actress, Outstand-
ing Supporting Actor, and Outstanding Supporting Actress. Six were 
nominated in each category. The schools nominated for the award of 
outstanding overall production were as follows: Franklin High School, 
performing  King and I, Valley Christian High School, performing Into 
the Woods, Archbishop Mitty High School, performing Spamalot, St. 
Joseph Notre Dame High School, performing In the Heights, St. Ignatius 
College Preparatory, performing West Side Story, and Marin School of 
the Arts, performing Hello Dolly. The competition was fierce, with each 
school having a different style in their chosen performance selections. 
Some schools, most notably Archbishop Mitty, chose to perform a scene 
followed by a song, and thus did the famous opening scene of Monty 
Python and the Holy Grail, where the knights encounter some rude 
frenchmen who they invite to join in on their search for the grail. 
Most other schools chose to merely perform musical numbers. Valley 
Christian High School won the official award, with Marin School of 
the Arts winning the crowd’s favor and the Crowd Favorite Award. 

Those nominated for the award of Outstanding Lead Actor were as 
follows: Tyler Reynolds, and Michael Mayes, both nominated for their 
performance as the Baker in Valley Christian’s production of Into the 
Woods, in which there were two casts; Navaz Khan, nominated for his 
performance as the King in Franklin High School’s King and I; Isaac 
Lucero, nominated for his performance as Johnny in Coalinga High 
School’s production of Zombie Prom; Max Realyvasquez, nominated 
for his performance as Tony in St. Ignatius’s production of West Side 

Story; Ruben Souza, nominated for his performance as Usnavi in Notre 
Dame’s production of In the Heights. Valley Christian’s Tyler Reynolds 
won the award. “Thank you so much. I did not expect this at all,” com-
mented Reynolds. “Everyone on this stage deserved to win the award. 
These are just such talented people to be with.” Reynolds will now go 
on to represent California in the national high school musical awards. 

Those nominated for the award of Outstanding Leading Actress 
were Jaelle Laguerre, for her performance as Anna in Franklin High 
School’s King and I; Myha’la Harold, for her performance as Lady of 
the Lake in Archbishop Mitty’s Spamalot; Maddie Ballard, also from 
Archbishop Mitty, for her performance as Elle Woods in another of 
their productions, Legally Blonde; Cierra Potter, for her performance 
as Dolly Levi in Marin School of the Arts’ Hello Dolly; Abby McLachlan, 
for her role as the Baker’s Wife in Valley Christian’s Into the Woods; 
and Kelsea Johnson, for her role as Fiona in Frontier High School’s 
Shrek. Valley Christian’s Abby McLachlan won this award. When asked, 
she credited her cast members, stating that “we fight like sisters and 
we love like sisters.” She will also go on to represent California in the 
national high school musical awards. 

The six nominated for the award of Outstanding Supporting Actor 
were as follows: Aldrin Ysip, for his role as Tonton in Pioneer Valley’s 
production of Once on this Island; Trent Brunngraber, for his role as 
Mr. Everything in Archbishop Mitty’s Spamalot; Taylor Chambers, for his 
role as Chip in Nipomo’s Spelling Bee; Scott Serrato, for his role as Riff 
in St. Ignatius’s West Side Story; Jeffrey Bui, for his role as Gaston in 
Piedmont Hills’ West Side Story; and Los Gatos’s own sophomore Aran 
Gaffney for his role as Dennis in our production of All Shook Up. St. 
Ignatius’s Scott Serrato won this award. 

The six nominated for the award of Outstanding Supporting Actress 
are as follows: Alexis Garrett, for her role as Cinderella in Valley Chris-
tian’s Into the Woods, red cast; Daniela Chaparro for her role as Daniella 
in Notre Dame’s In the Heights; Alanna Johnson, for her role as Anita 

in St. Ignatius’s West Side Story; Chinmayee Balachandra, for her role 
as Tuptim in Franklin’s King and I; Alyssa Texieria, for her role as Lil 
Red in Valley Christian’s Into the Woods, red cast; and Emma Palace, 
for her role as Irene Malloy in Marin School of the Arts’ Hello Dolly. 
Valley Christian’s Alexis Garrett won this award.

The awards show was put on by the California High School Musical 
Honors program, with assistance from Broadway San Jose and CMT San 
Jose. Twenty-three schools auditioned for the opportunity to compete, 
and the field was narrowed down to twelve. Auditions were held in early 
May, and the “Jimmy’s” will be held in June in New York city, where 
the winners from each state will perform before industry experts on 
a Broadway stage and compete for scholarship opportunities to NYU’s 
Tisch School of the Arts. 

MAKING THE GRADE: The chart above shows a breakdown of the scores received.

photos H. Byun

LEADING THE PACK: LGHS leads local public high schools in number of courses offered.

by Kelsey Fleming
World Editor

Police Officer Leyton Howard, a member of the force for 
over 30 years, has devotedly served our school, making it a safer 
and more enjoyable experience for all. This year, Howard will 
retire from the force and work part-time as a high school and 
elementary school on-campus police officer. Howard has inspired 

ON THE BIG STAGE: Sophomore Aran Gaffany was nominated for his performance. 
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dozens of students at LGHS with his indefatigable work ethic 
and optimistic attitude. As this year comes to a close, it is vital 
we, as a student body, thank and appreciate Howard for his 
dedication to our school. 

 As a child, Howard aspired to be a police officer because of 
his father, who was a Lieutenant for the Sheriff’s Department 
and ran for Sheriff in 1970. Howard stated, “It is very reward-
ing when you can help someone in a time of need. I love being 
around people and solving problems.”

Howard grew up in Los Gatos and attended Louise Van 
Meter Elementary School, R.J. Fisher Middle School, and 
graduated from LGHS in 1976. During his adolescent years, 
Howard played a wide array of sports, including baseball  
and football.  

Howard began his career in the Sheriff’s Department where 
he worked in a jail for four years. At the time, there were 800 
to 1,000 prisoners in the jail, and only 18 to 20 deputies work-
ing to maintain order and security. Despite obstacles, Howard 
persevered and worked hard, showcasing his commitment  
and determination. 

In June, Howard will retire from the Police Department and 
begin his retirement. Howard plans to travel profusely and enjoy 
all the thrills and joys of life. In the coming years, Howard plans 
to ski, fish, and ride mountain bikes. With his wife, Howard will 
travel throughout the United States to a multitude of places, 
including Hawaii and Florida. 

Howard has made a tremendous impact on our school with 
his positive outlook on life and wisdom, and he will surely be 
missed. Howard expressed, “I love working at the high school! 
My advice to the student body would be to make safe decisions. 
Don’t let the drama of high school get you down and to enjoy 
this special time in your life … You only get to do it once. I 
love to see kids grow up to be successful, productive adults.”A BELOVED CAMPUS FIGURE: Officer Howard has been serving for over 30 years.

K. Fleming

Officer Leyton Howard retires LGYT prepares plays
by Liat Rubin
Sports Editor

This summer LGYT, or Los Gatos Youth Theater, is putting on a special 
musical. The encore production of Xanadu, featuring students between the 
ages thirteen to seventeen (July 10-13) includes everything from live roller 
skating to Greek muses, not to mention a hilarious array of 80’s references. 
Once On This Island, the Reprise production for ages eight to twelve (July 
17-20) takes the audience on an adventure involving the supernatural and 
a variety of fun characters. 

Xanadu, which won the Outer Critics Circle Award for Best Musical and a 
Drama Desk Award for Best Book, is an entertaining and refreshing musical. 
The New York Times called it “simultaneously indefensible and irresistible... 
there’s so much silly bliss to be had.” The cast is packed with LGHS, Leigh 
High School, Notre Dame High School, and of Fisher Middle School students 
who, through spectacular vocals and exciting dance numbers, take the 
audience back in time to Venice Beach, California in the ‘80s. The musi-
cal opens with the protagonist, Sonny Malone, played by junior Tanner 
Ratcliff, a distraught street artist struggling to find artistic inspiration. 
Suddenly, muses of inspiration rise up out of his chalk mural and set out 
to inspire Malone on his quest for artistic achievement. Melpomene, played 
by junior Olivia Mannina, and Calliope, played by sophomore Anastasia 
Zadvodnik, cast a spell on Kira, the leader of the muses, which causes her 
to fall in love with Malone. The musical incorporates various 80s references, 
including a rendition of Evil Woman and Strange Magic by Electric Light 
Orchestra as well as a cast decked out in ‘80s leg warmers and cut offs. 

The reprise production, Once on This Island, is a bit more intense than 
Xanadu and is a definite must-see. This uplifting and enchanting musical 
follows the story of a young Ti Moune, played by Fisher Middle school sixth 
graders Amanda Dal Cielo and Samantha Gundotra, on her pursuit of true 
love and a better life for herself and family. The cast includes five story tell-
ers that narrate the musical, various Gods and Godesses, and village people. 

Both musicals are exciting additions to the Los Gatos summer agenda and 
are definitely must-see productions. Tickets can be purchased at LGYT.net.


