
by Hana Beach
Editor-in-Chief

Growing up in a half-Japanese household, Hayao Miyazaki’s films are intertwined 
with my childhood memories. Looking through old photos, I notice the Totoro 
t-shirts and Kiki’s Delivery Service VHS tapes lying in the background and realize 
the everlasting impression Miyazaki’s films had on me. So when I learned that 
Miyazaki’s latest film The Wind Rises would mark the end of his influential and 
profound career, I was heartbroken.

Although Miyazaki has announced his retire-
ment before, only to come back to make another 
movie, he feels that this time the decision is 
permanent. Miyazaki’s decision came after 
the completion of The Wind Rises, a film in 
which Miyazaki gave the “maximum [he] 
could give to produce an animated film,” 
as evidenced with the movie’s Academy 
Award nomination.

Although never financially successful 
in the US, Miyazaki’s films are bewitching 
and charming in ways that 3D computer 
animation is not. He draws his storyboard 
entirely by hand, a tiresome and demanding 
choice for an animator. He is notoriously detail-
oriented. Lee Unkrich, a key member of the creative 
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team at Pixar, spoke of Miyazaki’s meticulousness saying “Every frame of those films are 

the way they are because he wanted them that way.” Miyazaki is noted for filling his 
movies with observant and detailed moments, creating an animated world that is 

both enigmatic and enchanting. The detail and care Miyazaki puts into every still 
of a movie conveys specific emotions allowing the movie to be easily translated 

from Japanese to English. 
Miyazaki’s final film does not have the supernatural elements that are 

found in his other films. The Wind Rises adopts a more 
realistic aesthetic contrary to Miyazaki’s earlier 

fantastical films. Miyazaki initially thought 
that creating a film so different than his 

previous ones would be “like digging 
the tomb of Studio Ghibli.” However, 
Miyazaki added his iconic supernatural 
elements to his factual and historically 
accurate movie. 

Miyazaki marks the last major 
animator who doesn’t use 3D computer 
animation. His works leave a lasting 

legacy in the world of animation and 
in the life of many children and fans. 

These films are not just children’s movies, 
but also stories with themes that are timeless 

and realistic. 
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Fans mourn loss of Phlip Seymour Hoffman  
by Haley Wade
Editor-in-Chief

The film industry suffered 
a huge loss on Feb. 2, when 
46-year-old actor and director 
Philip Seymour Hoffman died 
in his office apartment in 
Manhattan. His death stirred 
up some controversy after 
details were released: he was 
found in the bathroom with 
heroin and prescription drugs 
on the scene. Although the 
results from the investigation 
into the cause of his death 
have yet to be released, it is 
largely believed he overdosed 
on heroin.

Hoffman had struggled 
with drug and alcohol addiction early in his life, 
but was clean for the majority of his career until 
2012. His substance abuse started while he attended 
New York University. After he graduated from Tisch 
School of the Arts, he checked into rehabilitation 
and remained clean for 23 years until 2012, when 
he relapsed. He checked into rehab for a second 
time in May 2013. 

Although the media has recently focused on the 
details of his death and his struggle with drugs, the 
loss that the cinematic community has suffered has 
been largely left out. Looking back on Hoffman’s 
work, it is easy to see why many consider Hoffman 
the greatest actor of his generation.

Hoffman is most recognized for his Academy 
Award-winning role as Truman Capote in the bio-
graphical film Capote. He embodied the quirks and 

idiosyncrasies of the author, 
including his notoriously soft, 
high voice. In the film he forms 
a dangerously close relation-
ship with a  death row inmate 
in order to write the novel In 
Cold Blood. 

Another Hoffman fan-favor-
ite is Doubt, a critique on sexual 
abuse in the Catholic church. 
Hoffman plays a priest and co-
stars with Meryl Streep, who is 
carefully monitoring his rela-
tionship with a young Catholic     
school student. 

The Master is a critically-
acclaimed film where Hoffman 
plays the leader of a religious 
movement associated with sci-

entology called “The Cause.” Boogie Nights, also 
directed by Paul Thomas Anderson, features Hoffman 
as a heartbroken gay man in the porn-film industry 
who delivers a tragic monologue.

Pirate Radio, my personal favorite, features Hoff-
man as a radio broadcaster working from a ship in 
the North Sea. The movie takes place in the 1960s 
when British radio wouldn’t play rock music, and it 
was up to independent radio stations to satisfy the 
public’s craving for it. Hoffman captures the wild 
spirit of rock and roll while at the same time creat-
ing a character that can be seen as a father figure 
for the movie’s protagonist.

Philip Seymour Hoffman had a huge repertoire 
of critically-acclaimed films and portrayed several 
memorable characters. It is important to remember 
him as a talented actor, not as an addict.

Challenge yourself this summer
by Setareh Raygani
Web Editor

There are many great 
summer opportunities for 
students who want to 
learn more about a cer-
tain subject. Students 
benefit tremendously 
in a summer activity, 
not only do a students 
learn far more than they 
would in school, but it 
also allows students to 
expand their interests. 
Work Experience:

Many students want practical 
work experience during their summer 
break. Thus, many choose to get a job, that not 
only has monetary benefits but also gives high 
school students a great work reference. Senior 
Katy Morgan, a hostess at Willow Street, started 
her first job in the spring of junior year. Morgan 
was interested in learning about the restaurant 
business, management, and planning. Working 
half-time, seven shifts a week, Morgan learned 
to manage all her AP classes, extracurricular 
activities, and work. “Landing a job in the town 
of Los Gatos also cuts down on the cost of trans-
portation,” said Morgan, leaving the student 
with more money in his or her bank account. 
Morgan stated, “Having a job whilst being in 
enrolled in school allows students to receive work 
experience credit (an applied art).” All in all, 
when choosing to work, the benefits outweigh 
the costs. It provides students an experience to  
get paid while gain real-world experince

Pre-collegiate programs at Stan-
ford University:
Pre-college programs are for 
students who would like to 
study subjects in a college 
setting. These experiences 

are also great opportuni-
ties for students to learn 

more about a university 
they might like to attend 
in the future. 

This pre-college pro-
gram for high school stu-

dents is conveniently located 
in Palo Alto, making it accessible 

and less expensive for students in the 
Bay Area to attend. Senior Kavoos Kolahdouzan 

attended this summer program taking a 3 unit 
Human Physiology course that also had transferable 
credits. The cost for a student to attend without 
room and board is 3600 dollars. Kolahdouzan 
greatly values his experience, saying “it solidified 
my interest in the medical sciences.” Stanford offers 
many more summer program programs in the math, 
science, and liberal arts. 
Unpaid Summer Internships:

 There are many ways to land an internship. 
Many students at LGHS have contacted profession-
als, professors, research scientists, and government 
officials to work under their tutelage. A student must 
create a CV, if applying for academic internships for 
research or global based positions. A resume could 
be used for any other internship. Perseverance is 
key in applying for internships. 

No matter how students spend their summer, a 
productive one is always gratifying.

JEFFREY EUGENIDES WRITES UNIQUE MODERN FICTION
by Anna Esslinger
Culture Editor

Many authors have attempted to write the perfect bildungsroman or coming-of-age 
novel. Some have succeeded, many have failed, but none have been able to write any as 
unique as the novels by Jeffrey Eugenides. Known for his novels The Virgin Suicides and 
Middlesex, Eugenides has been impressing the literary world since the early nineties. 

Born in Detroit, Michigan, Eugenides had wanted to be a writer early on in his 
life. Eugenides cites James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man as the book 
that profoundly spoke to him saying,  “I identified with Stephen Dedulas. Like me, 

he was bookish, good at academics, and possessed 
an absurd name, an ancient Greek. I do remember 
thinking that to be a writer was the best thing a 
person could be. It seemed to promise maximum alert-
ness to life. It seemed holy to me, and almost religious.” 
However, Joyce wasn’t the only writer who inspired Eugenides; 
modernists and postmodernists William Faulkner, Marcel Proust, 
Virginia Woolf, and Robert Musil also inspired him. Eugenides attended 
Brown University and then later received his M.A. in Creative Writing 
from Stanford University. 

Eugenides’ first novel, and my personal favorite, The Virgin Suicides, 
was published in 1993, when Eugenides was thirty-three. This morbid 
and offbeat tale tells the story of the pure and virginal Lisbon sisters, 

who within the span of a year all mysteriously commit suicide. The novel takes place in Michigan 
during the 1970s and provides an ominous essence of suburban life. And although this novel 

revolves around the death of five girls, the beginning of the novel has a light and airy 
tone. Reading dreamy excerpts from Celia’s diary and following Lux’s romance with teen-

heartthrob Trip Fontaine can remind everyone old and young of their teenage years. 
In 1999, Sofia Coppola directed the movie version and both the book and the movie 
are on their way to becoming cult classics. 

Eugenides’ most critically-acclaimed novel, Middlesex, is one of the most unique 
novels I have ever read. The book is written from the point of view of Cal, an inter-
sex man who traces his family’s incestual history. 
Throughout the novel, Cal also describes his present 

life living in Berlin. Eugenides cites his own experi-
ences living in Detroit, San Francisco, and Berlin, as well 

as his Greek family history, as a basis of the novel, although 
he himself is not intersex and his family is not incestual. The 

novel won the Pulitzer Prize the year it was published in 2002. 
Eugenides also recently released his new novel The Marriage Plot a 

story of a love triangle between students at Brown University, and is set to 
release many short stories in the near future. Although it is unknown what 
these pieces will be about, judging off of Eugenides past work, it’s easy to 
assume that they will be uniquely well-written and thought provoking. 
(Sources: NPR, Good Reads)

J. Reyes

courtesy wikicommons

courtesy wikicommons


