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by Quincey Klein
Editor-in-Chief

Declared its own country in 1993 after its peaceful Velvet 
Revolution, the Eastern European country Czech Republic has 
reinstated its own culture separate from Slovakia. Geographically, 
the Czech Republic is landlocked by Poland, Germany, Austria, and 
Slovakia. Its 30,450 square feet of land is occupied by thousands of 
historic castles and churches, which keeps its people’s connection 
with the past, but also has modern cities and living situations. 

Prague is the Czech Republic’s largest city with 1.3 million 
people.As a rising international presence, the country was also 
the first former member of Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
to reach the status of developed by the World Bank. The country 
still has the highest standard of living of any former Soviet Bloc 
country. Czechs also hold the highest rate of graduation from 
secondary school in the European Union at 90 percent. It is also 
the second richest country in Eastern Europe after Slovenia.

The Czech Republic is world-famous for being home to Prague 
Castle. Characterized by its Bohemian baroque-style architecture, 
this early medieval structure the biggest ancient castle in Europe 
at 70,000 square meters. As well as royal castle grounds, Prague 
Castle includes a Gothic St. Vitus Cathedral, Romanesque Basilica of 
St George, palace towers, and gardens. Today, the castle is open to 
the public and features Shakespeare festivals during the summer.

Czech cuisine has a blended Central Europe flair that has been 
increasingly meat-based and often features hearty side dishes such 
as dumplings, noodles, rice pudding, and potatoes. They pick up 
to 20,000 tonnes of mushrooms annually. The Czech are also the 
heaviest beer-drinkers in Europe.

by Aidan Adams-Campeau
Humor Editor

François Hollande, the current president of France, is embroiled in 
a political sex scandal after being photographed 
meeting his mistress. The French tabloid magazine 
Closer published the incriminating photographs 
in early January. Hollande’s mistress has been 
identified as French actress Julie Gayet, and the 
president traveled to and from her Paris apartment 
wearing a motorcycle helmet to hide his identity.

Following this revelation, Hollande’s partner 
and France’s first lady, Valerie Trierweiler, was 
admitted to a hospital. Shortly afterwards, Hol-
lande released a statement announcing his separa-
tion from Trierweiler, ending their relationship of 
over six years. Trierweiler, a journalist, commented 
that learning of the affair was like “falling out of 
a skyscraper.”

A February poll for Le Figaro Magazine revealed that Hollande’s 
approval rating has dropped to below twenty percent, seemingly 
affected by the recent scandal. In a recent Telegraph poll, nearly 
eighty percent of respondents agreed that Hollande had “made France 

by Kelsey Fleming
World Editor

On Feb. 11, a catastrophic plane crash killed 77 people in 
eastern Algeria, sparing only one. According to the Algerian 
Defense Ministry, the C-130 Hercules plane succumbed to turbulent 
wind gusts of 17 to 28 knots and collided with Mount Fortas in 
Ain Kercha, a town 30 miles southeast of Constantine. Defense 
Ministry officials claimed, “Unfavorable weather conditions and 
storms accompanied by snow in the region were behind the crash.”

At noon, air traffic controllers lost radio and radar contact with 
the crew between Oum al-Bouaghi and Constantine, prompting 
military officials to deploy helicopters in search of the missing 
plane. When helicopters detected the plane, they discovered a 
tumultuous scene of devastation. The plane was found lodged in 
the snow, broken into three pieces. 

When the plane crashed, it had been traveling from the 
southern Saharan city Tamanrasset to Constantine with 74 pas-
sengers and four crew members on board. Victims of the plane 
crash included women, children, and soldiers. Commander Farid 
Nechad, the lead coordinator of the rescue effort, reported that 
a total of 55 bodies were recovered. He said, “The plane crashed 
into a mountain and exploded. Several bodies were burnt to ashes 
and could not be identified.” 

As ambulances drove bodies from the crash site, medics rushed 
a survivor away to treat his injuries. The one survivor of the crash 
was an Algerian soldier. When medics unearthed the soldier from 
the wreckage, officers flew him to a military facility and later on 
to a military hospital in Algiers. He suffered head injuries and 
mild contusions.

Over the past few decades, Algeria has endured multitudes 
of disastrous plane crashes. In 2003, an Air Algerie Boeing 737 
plane crash at the end of a runway in Tamanrasset killed over 
100 people. Later that year, an Algerian Air Force C-130 crashed, 
killing nearly a dozen passengers. 

When news of the crash reached the government, Algerian 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika declared a three-day national 
mourning period for all the casualties of the crash, deeming 
them “martyrs for the country.” The Defense Ministry stated, “An 
investigative team has been created to determine the cause and 
the exact circumstances of this tragic accident.” In the next few 
weeks, investigators plan to get to the bottom of what happened 
and coordinate a national effort to prevent future tragedies.
(Sources: ABC News, CNN, Fox News)

March’s country of the month: Czech Republic

Pakistanis shot
by Liat Rubin
Sports Editor

On Feb. 11, twelve people were killed in an afternoon bombing 
in Peshawar, Pakistan. The attack took place in a movie theater 
known for showing pornographic films. The theater has received 
threats in the past.

Syed Jamil Shah, press officer of the city’s Lady Reading Hos-
pital, said at least 17 people were injured during the bombing. 
According to reporters on the scene, one blast took place inside 
the cinema and two more occurred outside.

Spokesman for the Pakistan Taliban, Shahidullah Shahid, denied 
any involvement by the militant group in the attack.

Recently, Peshawar has experienced additional bombings includ-
ing a suicide bombing on Feb. 3. The bomber blew himself up near 
a popular hotel and restaurant in Peshawar, killing nine people and 
injuring over 30 others, according to local officials. 

Another similar attack took place on Feb. 23, killing thirteen 
in Kohat, Pakistan. A ten pound bomb was packed into a crate that 
was then loaded onto the bus and exploded on a busy road. Five 
passengers died at the scene while five others were declared dead 
upon arrival at the nearest hospital. 

French President caught in scandal
a laughing stock,” and nearly seventy percent agreed that Hol-
lande should resign as president. However, over eighty percent of 
respondents also agreed that infidelity was a much more serious 

offense outside of France; according to the Guard-
ian, every French president since 1974 has been 
rumored to have cheated.

In the wake of the scandal, Sebastien Valiela, 
the photographer responsible for taking the pic-
tures, has been questioned by French police as 
part of an ongoing investigation. The photogra-
pher is suspected of compromising the privacy of 
Ms. Gayet, and criminal charges are a possibility. 
Though Hollande has criticized the media coverage 
of his affair as a violation of his privacy, many 
view the involvement of the police as an attack 
on press freedom.

In addition to the public backlash to his 
affair, Hollande is also struggling to assuage rising unemployment 
in France, which has recently surged to a 16-year high. Hollande 
is now a bachelor president, but he will be unable to take full 
advantage of his position until he can get France’s economy under 
control and win back public opinion.

The country is also home to world-famous athletes, writers, and scien-
tists. Producing some of the most celebrated hockey players, the Czechs 
seems to have an affinity to the ice. Jaromir Jagr, Dominik Hasek, and 
Patrik Elias are Czechs that have all dominated in the NHL. Gregor Mendel 
also carried out his famous pea experiments that paved the way for clas-

sical genetics in modern-day Czech Republic. Sigmund Freud, the 
father of psychoanalytic theory, is also native the country. Franz 
Kafka, author of The Metamorphosis and influencer of existential-
ism, was born in Prague.
(Sources: Lonley Planet, Eupedia, Bleacher Report)
  

by Quincey Klein
Editor-in-Chief

The announcement of the winners of The Sochi Olympic Games 
women’s ice skating victors brought about excitement, disappoint-
ment, and controversy. The media and fans have since been debating 
the legitimacy of the current judging system, particularly in its deci-
sion to give Russian Adelina Sotnikova the gold over crowd-favorite 
and champion of the Vancouver Olympics, Yuna Kim. 

Former gold medalist and current broadcaster Kurt Browning 
was at a loss, and he said, “I was shocked. What, suddenly, she just 
became a better skater overnight? I don’t know what happened. I’m 
still trying to figure it out." Alex Goldberger, an Olympics researcher 
at NBC, said "Adelina Sotnikova was excellent tonight, but Yuna 
Kim was robbed."

The controversy has culminated in an online petition on change.

org, which crashed due to the flood of visitors to the site. The peti-
tion currently has over 1.6 million signatures and is calls for an 
“open investigation into judging decisions of women's figure skating 
and demand rejudgement at the Sochi Olympics.” A spokesman for 
the International Olympic Committee said the organization would 
not take action because no formal protest had been filed.
(Sources: Bleacher Report, ABC News)

Scores examined Plane goes down

PRAGUE CASTLE: This historic landmark stands as a monument to the Czech Republic with  the building dating back to the 12th Century and impressive architecture and size.

 BEAUTIFUL ROUTINE: Yuna Kim skates gracefully at her second Olympics.

HOLLANDE: Hollande struggles after affair.
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by Michelle Huang
Web Editor

As the world closely observes the volatile civil unrest in Ukraine, 
another country undergoes violent protests while receiving very 
little media attention. Since early 2014, Venezuelan citizens have 
taken to the streets in hopes of changing aspects of President 
Nicolas Maduro’s government.

On Jan. 4, 2014 celebrity Miss Monica Spear and her husband 
were on vacation when they were murdered in a roadside robbery. 
The tragedy convinced citizens that the high crime rates in Venezu-
ela needed to change. Coupled with the increasingly poor economic 
conditions and corruption in the government, people took to the 
streets to have their voices heard.

So far, there have been eighteen casualties directly related to 
the protests. This determination held even during the start of the 
festival season. President Maduro encouraged his citizens to stay 
positive and relax during the festival, but that did not convince the 
protesters to quiet their voices. On  Mar. 4, Maduro’s government 
pushed for a day remembering the socialist leader Hugo Chavez. 
During these lavish plans, students maintained barricades and activ-
ists organized protests. Supporters agree that life was better under 
Chavez and Maduro has not lived up to expectations.

Although the movement refuses to stop, it is unlikely that 
progress will occur soon. The protesters currently does not have 
the numbers, and the military still stands behind Maduro. Despite 
these slim chances, Venezuelan protesters continue to march and 
fight in hopes of a brighter future.
(Sources: Reuters, euronews)

Protests continue

 VENEZUELANS RALLY: Protesters angrily march against the corrupt government.


