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by Niamh Doyle
Opinion Editor
     Since November of last year, Ukraine witnessed 
massive protests throughout the country that have 
inspired a violent relationship between the Ukrai-
nian people and their government. Public outcry 
against the government’s rejection of a strong accord 
with the European Union and their acceptance 
of an alliance with Russians has resulted in the 
undemocratic retainment of peaceful protesters, the 
resignation of the Ukrainian prime minister, and the 
death of many Ukrainian citizens. 
     Though they participated in many discussions and 
negotiations with the EU, Ukraine finally decided to 
reject any further participation in order to better 
their relationship with Russia. This blatant dismissal 
of a more democratic partnership enraged the Ukrai-
nian people. Thousands of Ukranians poured onto 
the streets of Kiev, urging the president to take up 
the deal with the EU. After President Yanukovych 
refused, protests intensified to the point where the government 
implemented anti-protest laws that aggravated the masses even more. 
Under these laws, over three hundred protesters have been arrested, 
and many others injured by police brutality. Tear gas, rubber bul-
lets, and petrol bombs were exchanged between police and violent 
protesters, and on Jan. 22, two protesters were shot dead. Protest 
leader Dmitry Bulatov claimed to have been abducted and tortured 

for eight days, showing the true brutality behind the corrosive social 
conflict that is tearing at the relationship between the Ukrainian 
government and its people. 
      In response to the chaos, the Prime Minister Mykola Azarov resigned 
on Jan. 28 to the delight of the masses of Ukrainian protesters. Parlia-
ment simultaneously annulled the anti-protest laws that had whipped 
Ukraine into such a rageful frenzy. All who had been detained for 

TIPPING POINT: Violent clashes and conflicts between the Ukranian military and protestors led to scores of casualties and wide-spread terror. 

Ukraine protests escalate into turmoil, distress, and death

all photos courtesy wikiCommons

protesting were released from prison, and protest-
ers evacuated Kiev City Hall, where they had been 
occupying since December. 
     The clash continued, however, despite an appar-
ent movement towards peaceful reconciliation. 
Further protesting and conflict with police led to 
77 dead and hundred wounded in Kiev. Months of 
protesting climaxed in the ousting of the Ukrainian 
president, Viktor Yanukovych. Temporary presidency 
has been given to the speaker of Parliament, Olek-
sander Turchynov, before elections on May 25. 
 The political conflict has now escalated dra-
matically since Russian gunmen seized build-
ings in Crimea, apart of Ukrainian territory that 
Russia considers to be disputed. Major conflict has 
deepened as a military standoff has upset global 
leaders like British Prime Minister David Cameron, 
French President François Hollande, and President 
Barack Obama. These leaders have warned Russia 
against sending military forces into Ukraine, but 

Putin has threatened the Ukrainian military to “surrender or face 
military storm.” He considers Ukranians to have staged an “unconsti-
tutional coup d’état”, and he is considering sending Russian troops 
into Ukraine as a “last resort.” The conflict continues to escalate 
as the implications of this military start raising concern among                                                                                          
politicians and analysts. 
(Source: BBC News)

by Kelsey Fleming
World Editor
       On Tues., Feb. 11, Iranian officials announced that Iran is cur-
rently testing new domestically-made missiles, one of which is a 
long-range ballistic missile designed to destroy “all types of enemy 
military equipment.” Brigadier General Hossein Dehqan stated, “The 
new generation of long-range ground-to-ground ballistic missile 
with a fragmentation warhead and the laser-guided air-to-surface 
and surface-to-surface missile dubbed Bina (Insightful) have been 
successfully test fired. The Bina missile is capable of striking 
important targets such as brigades, tanks, and enemy command                                                                              
centres with great precision.”
    According to the Iranian Defense Ministry, the new missiles have 
radar capacity and potential use for warhead transport. Dehqan claims 
the new missiles have “the capability of destroying massive targets 
and destroying multiple targets.”
     In response to Iran’s missile program announcement, officials in the 
international community have grown wary of this growing development 
and its implications. Many are worried it may spur future conflicts 
and confrontations. John Kirby, a Pentagon spokesman, stated, “Iran’s 
missile program continues to pose a dangerous threat to the region 
and is an issue we will monitor closely.”
    According to the U.N. Security Council Resolution 1929, Iran 
is prohibited from taking part in any activity related to ballistic 
missiles capable of employing nuclear weapons. With these new 

Iranian Defense Ministry announces missile program
laser guided missiles, there are worries concerning the missiles 
and their ability to carry warheads. For years, Iran has had long-
range surface-to-surface Shahab missiles, which have a range of 
approximately 2,000 km. As Iran continues to build its missile pro-
gram, many are keeping a close eye on Iran and and its next move                                                                                                   
in the coming weeks.  
   Many are particularly concerned with the timing of Iran’s 
announcement and what it may suggest about the Iranian war-
ships and their emerging presence in the U.S. maritime borders. 
Iran has been gradually attempting to increase its naval presence 
in the Persian Gulf and in various other regions of the area. Afshin 
Rezayee Haddad of the Iranian Navy Administration asserted, “Iran’s 
military fleet is approaching the United States’ maritime borders, and                                                       
this move has a message.”
     Some believe that Iran’s announcement is strongly tied to the 35th 
anniversary of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, which coincided with the 
news of the missile program. President Rouhani stated, “The revolution 
started because people didn’t want to accept humiliation. Is it pos-
sible for the great revolutionary people, is it possible for this nation 
to accept humiliation by foreign powers or America after 35 years? It 
is as if they have not recognized the great nation of Iran. They don’t 
have the right understanding and knowledge of the Iranian people.” 
He said in a later speech, “Iran’s children have successfully test-fired 
a new generation of missiles.”
(Sources: CNN, Huffington Post)

BOMB BLAST: Suicide car bombings are common in the Baghdad region, causing civilian deaths and severe damage to the area. 

Car bombing kills terrorists
by Rachel Salisbury 
Opinion Editor
    On Feb. 10, an al-Qaeda instructor accidentally 
blew up his class of in-training suicide bombers, 
adding to an unfortunate collection of bombings in 
an area 60 miles outside of Baghdad. The teacher 
caused the explosion by accidentally setting off a car 
bomb during a demonstration, killing 21 individuals 
including himself.
    The sound of the bomb going off alerted 
police, and they arrived very shortly thereafter, 
arresting the 22 surviving students at the site of 
the explosion. Of the suspected militants arrested, 
12 were wounded and 10 were fleeing. Officials 
found suicide belts filled with explosives and seven 
completely assembled car bombs, all without license 
plates. At the camp, experts worked to defuse the 

Soldiers capture El Chapo
by Anna Esslinger
Culture Editor
    Infamous drug lord Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzmán 
Loera was captured on Feb. 23 in a remote 
beachside condo in Mazatlán, Mexico. Guzmán 
achieved a legendary reputation for his ability to 
elude capture using bribes, safe houses, and an 
army of cartel traffickers. 
   Guzmán was the leader of the Sinaloa cartel, 
one of the biggest cartels in Mexico, gaining the 
title, “Most-Wanted Drug Lord.” It is estimated 
that Guzmán’s Sinaloa Cartel traffics as much as 
forty percent of the illegal narcotics that cross the 
United States border. The Sinaloa Cartel’s power 
reaches past North and South America to Europe 
and Asia, and is one of the main contributors to 
the spasm of violence in Mexico that has left tens 
of thousands civilians and traffickers dead. 
   Just before 7 AM on the morning of Feb. 23, 
dozens of soldiers and police officers raided a 
condominium tower after a tip regarding the 
whereabouts of Guzmán was given. However, 
it was unknown until they captured Guzmán 
whether or not the raid would be successful. 
For 13 years, Guzmán had eluded these raids by 
leaving out backdoors quickly, disappearing into 
the mountains, and many other ploys. This time, 
however, Guzmán did not have time to use his 
amassed collection of guns and grenades nor did 
he have time to escape through a storm drain 
or tunnel. 
    With information from the Drug Enforcement 
Administration, immigration and customs officials, 
and the United States Marshal Services; Mexican 
marines and police were able to take Guzmán into 
custody without firing a single shot. 

    Mexico’s Attorney General Jesús Murillo Karam 
made sure to perform forensic tests in order to 
confirm that they had captured the real Guzmán. 
They performed these forensic tests in order to avoid 
a situation similar to that of June 2012, when they 
thought they had captured Guzmán’s son, only to 
later discover it was not him. 
     Guzmán is facing a multitude of drug trafficking 
and organized crime charges. It is unknown whether 
Guzmán’s arrest and capture will decrease drug 
trafficking and drug-related violence in Mexico. The 
Sinaloa Cartel is known to be efficient and could 
quite easily transition quickly and smoothly. George 
Grayson, a professor at the College of William and 
Mary who studies the drug war, said, “The takedown 
of Chapo Guzmán is a thorn in the side of the Sinaloa 
Cartel, but not a dagger in its heart.”
(Sources: The New York Times, CNN, The Guardian)

bombs while police searched the surrounding area, 
uncovering more roadside bombs.
       Car bombs, one of the deadliest weapons used 
by terrorist groups, are often assembled in farm 
compounds, similar to where these insurgents 
were found. The explosion occurred at a camp in 
an orchard just outside of Samarra, a Sunni city. 
The students were learning how to make and use 
car bombs, which the al-Qaeda breakaway group 
uses in calculated surges of bombings in Baghdad 
and throughout Iraq.
    An extremist group with ties to al-Qaeda, 
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), ran 
the camp. Both the dead and surviving students 
were members of the ISIS, which controls areas of 
western Iraq and also operates in Syria.
(Sources: The Telegraph, Euronews, WSJ)

GROWING CONCERN: Many are worried about the missiles and their potential warhead use.

DOMINANCE: Dark region denotes areas the Sinaloa Cartel controls. 


