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On Jan. 18, neurosurgeons in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, 
operated on eighteen hospital patients using tools that may have 
been contaminated with Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD), an incurable 
neurological disorder similar to mad cow disease. Devastating and 
degenerative, CJD affects nearly 200 Americans each year, causing 
memory loss, blindness, involuntary movement, coma, and death. 
Due to improper tool and material sterilization methods, surgeons 
may have transferred infectious agents from one patient with CJD 
to eighteen other patients. In response to this potential exposure, 
president of the Novant Health Forsyth Medical Center Jeff Lindsay 
stated, “On behalf of the entire team at Novant Health, I apologize 
to the patients and their families for having caused this anxiety.”

According to the hospital, the surgical equipment was sterilized, 

but not to the standards required for CJD cases. The hospital disclosed 
in a statement, “There were reasons to suspect that this patient might 
have had CJD. As such, the extra precautions should have been taken, 
but were not.” In the wake of this medical scare, health officials of 
the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services have 
begun to monitor the situation closely. Dr. Jim Lederer, a doctor at 
the hospital, stated, “Our first concern is for our patients who are 
recovering from surgery and may now need additional support.”

Rare yet deleterious, CJD robs its victims of health and time. In as 
little as three months, the majority of patients suffer extreme com-
plications and die of CJD. Within a year, ninety percent of patients 
succumb to CJD. CJD is caused by infectious misfolded proteins called 
prions that replicate quickly and lead to rapid neurodegeneration. With 
a long incubation period, CJD can remain dormant for years. However, 
when symptoms begin to appear the prions stunt mental capacity and 

On Feb. 10 Shirley Temple Black, the child movie star of the 1930s, died of natural causes in 
her home in California at the age of 85. Shirley Temple was often referred to as the “darling of the 
Depression” and won the hearts of millions through her dancing, acting, and singing in just under 
50 films by the time she was ten years old. After leaving the screen when she was 21, Shirley became 
a US diplomat and also encouraged women to get operations for breast cancer. 

Shirley was born on Apr. 23, 1928 in Santa Monica, CA. Her mother enrolled her in Mrs. Meg-
lin’s dance classes in Los Angeles with the dream of turning her only daughter into a professional 
dancer. Her film career began when two producers from Educational Films Corporation saw her and 
hired her for ten dollars a day to be in a series of parodies of famous films with child casts called 
“Baby Burlesks.” Her first feature film was Stand Up and Cheer in 1933, where her small role and 
tap dancing amazed audiences. 

Shirley’s popularity was at its height from 1935 to 1939 in which she was the most famous movie 
star of the time. She won an Academy Award at the age of six in 1935 and learned over 3 million 
dollars before she even hit puberty. She mostly played an orphan who charmed all the other adults 
around her, and with her charisma, dancing, and singing solved all their problems and warmed 
their hearts. She may have been the first white actress ever showed in feature films holding hands 
affectionately with an African American actor; Bill Robinson, also known as Bojanges, was her most 
famous partner for tap dances in her films. 

Eighteen people hospitalized with potentially deadly CJD
cause severe impairments, eventually leading to death.  

Every year, improper organ transplants and operations infect 
one in a million people with CJD. Florence Kranitz, president of 
the Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease Foundation, asserted, “CJD is not 
something where there is a possibility they can operate and get 
rid of it. It is a 100 percent fatal brain disease, robbing its victims 
of their humanity pretty fast.”

Despite the remote risk of infection, this potential exposure has 
triggered discussions across the country regarding the precautions 
and protocols being taken at hospitals to prevent infectious out-
breaks. Last year, due to inadequate sterilization procedures at the 
hospital, thirteen patients were exposed to CJD. Now, multitudes 
of hospitals in the nation are taking steps to reform protocol and 
ensure patients are safe. 
(Sources: CNN, CBS News, Huffington Post)

Openly gay college prospect enters the NFL Draft
by Brian Schunk
Sports Editor

For the first time in history, an openly gay athlete will be entering the NFL Draft.
Michael Sam was an all-American defensive end for the University of Missouri. On Feb. 9, 
Sam announced to the media that he is gay. Given that he was named the co-defensive 
player of the year in the Southeastern Conference last year, Sam is likely to be selected 
in the late rounds of the NFL Draft this May.

Sam actually came out to his teammates at the University of Missouri in August of 
last year and did not experience any negative repercussions. He was embraced by his 
teammates, and because of his leadership and contributions on the field, they named 
him their most valuable player.

Coming out to his teammates pales in comparison to coming out to the whole 
world. In an interview with ESPN, Sam acknowledged the significance of his position. 
“I understand how big this is. It’s a big deal. No one has done this before. And it’s kind 
of a nervous process, but I know what I want to be...I want to be a football player in 
the NFL.”

The Bleacher Report Mock Draft projects Sam to be drafted in the late rounds 
because “athletic limitations including a lack of flexibility and a lack of optimal size are 
concerning.” Sam’s agent, Joe Barkett, said the day after Sam’s announcement that he 
did not think Sam’s decision to come out as gay will hurt his draft prospects. Barkett 
said “I think, if anything, teams will look at it and see a guy who was honest and 
upfront instead of waiting until after the draft to potentially make his announcement. 
Mike was forward, and he wants the team who drafts him to accept him for who he is.”

The NFL issued a statement about Sam’s announcement, “We admire Michael Sam’s 
honesty and courage. Michael is a football player. Any player with ability and determi-
nation can succeed in the NFL. We look forward to welcoming and supporting Michael 
Sam in 2014.”

That’s what it’s all about. Regardless of his sexuality, Sam is a football player. He 
wants to be himself and still be treated like any other player. Sam told the press “I 
just wish you guys would see me as Michael Sam the football player, instead of Michael 
Sam the gay football player.”r.” 
(Sources: CNN, Huffington Post, NY Times) DISPLAYING BRAVERY: Michael Sam speaks to reporters during the NFL Scouting Combine about his football abilities and his sexuality.
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Graphic Designer/Web Editor

As the cost of attending univer-
sities rises nationwide, the amount 
of student debt consequently soars. 
While many students deal with debt 
for years after graduation, some have 
found their own wage-earning outlets 
to avoid the heavy burdens of debt 
in the future. This was the case for 
a freshman at Duke University in 
Durham, North Carolina, nationally 
known by the pseudonym Lauren 
A, who decided to earn money for 
tuition through acting in adult films.

Lauren, a self-described intel-
lectual and aspirational first-year 
student, was recently outed by a 
trusted friend for leading a dou-
ble-life as a full-time student and a 
part-time adult film actress. When 
word first got out, Lauren’s alter ego 
was almost instantaneously revealed 
to the majority of Duke’s student 
body thanks to cell phones and the 
World Wide Web. 

Initially, Lauren was shocked 
about how such a well-kept secret 
was suddenly a trending topic among 
students around campus. She did not 
feel shame about her taboo profes-
sion, but was disturbed by the scru-
tiny received by her peers at Duke, as 
well as online members from around 
the world who issued complaints 
about Lauren’s life choices on various 
online forums. Soon enough, Lauren 
realized the corruption of people 

Duke porn star revealed
harshly criticizing her actions. After 
acknowledging that every film she was 
involved with was absolutely consen-
sual, she began to speak out against 
everyone who had been degrading her 
decision to commit herself to the porn 
industry. Not only did her jobs pay off 
loads of debt accrued from studying 
at Lauren’s dream school, but it also 
empowered her through doing what 
she enjoys, and being rewarded for it.

Lauren’s situation brought to light 
many current issues regarding women 
and sexuality, extending her personal 
experiences beyond a controversy 
and onto feminist ideals. In an article 
for XO Jane, a feminist blog,  Lauren 
wrote, “The virgin-whore dichotomy 
is an insidious standard that we have 
unfairly placed upon women. Women 
are supposed to be outwardly pure 
and modest, while at the same time 
being sexually alluring and available. 
If a woman does not have sex after a 
date, she will be labeled as a prude. If 
she does have sex, she will be referred 
to later as a whore or a slut.” 

These issues are absolutely essen-
tial to keep in mind when considering 
Lauren’s situation. In light of this, 
she asks people to deconstruct why 
so many people treat female sexuality 
with such disdain. Lauren now focuses 
on being an advocate for women’s 
rights, graduating college, and con-
tinuing her adult film career.
(Sources: XOJANE.com, NY Magazine, 
Duke Chronicle)

by Natalie Domengeaux
News Editor

Many colleges in recent news have been harshly criti-
cized for their handling of sexual assault reports. Sadly, this 
list includes but is not limited to The University of North 
Carolina, Princeton, Harvard, Swarthmore, the University 
of Southern California, Dartmouth and Occidental. Due to 
masses of reports of sexual assaults, many of these schools 
are now under severe scrutiny. 

These student voices have not gone unheard, as President 
Obama has taken notice of the student movement rocking 
the nation. With the help of Vice President Biden and nine 
cabinet members, he has created a task force to address the 
issue, and has set a 90 day limit for choosing the best policy 
for rape prevention and the implementation of the policy 
in schools. Furthermore, he has declared the movement 
cause for a federal plan to combat sexual violence. Obama 
said, “This is a priority for me not only as President and 
commander-in-chief, but as a husband and father of two 

College rape charges increase
extraordinary girls.” On Jan. 22, the President specifically 
instructed US colleges to address the issue. The same day, a 
horrifying study by the White House Council stated that 22 
million women and 1.5 million men have been raped at college. 

At colleges in particular, only 12 percent of rape crimes 
are reported. Another statistic reports that nearly two-thirds 
of those who admitted to raping someone have admitted to 
committing the crime on multiple occasions. Often times, the 
victims are under the influence of alcohol and drugs, and may 
be unaware of the attack as it is occurring. 

Although rape on college campuses has always been an 
issue, students are now portraying it as an immense cultural 
defect. These impassioned students have also spoken out 
publicly in the name of ending sexual violence on campus 
and in general. Advocacy groups such as End Rape on Campus 
and Know Your IX have been supportive as well. With these 
organizations and federal legislation, there is hope for safer 
college campuses in the future. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Daily News, NY Times)
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PROTESTING THE LACK OF ACTION BY COLLEGES ON RAPE: College students gather to picket lenient college policies toward rape and sexual assault.
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