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by Natalie Domengeaux
News Editor

On Monday, Jan. 14, President Goodluck Jon-
athan of Nigeria placed a ban on same-sex mar-
riage. Commonly called the “Same-Sex Marriage 
Prohibition Act,” the law calls for punishments 
as severe as a fourteen-year prison sentence for 
entering a homosexual union. Nigerian courts 
now can give a prison sentence of up to ten years 
for participating in any gay organization. The 
law prohibits even small gay meetings. 

Nigeria is Africa’s most populated nation, 
and the new law will dramatically affect the 
lives of many. US Secretary of State John Kerry is 
extremely critical of this decision, declaring that 
it  “dangerously restricts freedom of assembly, 
association and expression for all Nigerians.” 
Kerry also went on to say that the anti-gay law 
contradicts Nigeria’s own 1999 Constitution, as 
that document promotes human rights. Leaders 
of Canada and Britain have also responded with 
harsh condemnation. Additionally, the Geneva-
based International Service for Human Rights 
stated that the law would have “wide-ranging 
and damaging impacts on the rights.”

However, many Nigerians do not share this 
strong negative reaction. In a recent poll, 
ninety-two percent of Nigerians supported the 
ban while only one percent strongly opposed 
it. Furthermore, the already toxic atmosphere 
for gays in Nigeria had already driven many 
underground. With so much Nigerian support, 
President Goodluck Jonathan made his deci-

by Sean Clark
Humor Editor

January’s country of the month is 
Japan — full of beautiful temples, 
rich culture, outlandish food, and 
much, much more. Japan, also 
known as “Nihon,” is located off 
the coast of Russia and the Korean 
peninsula, in an area also known as 
the Pacific Ring of Fire. Though this 
country is smaller than the state we 
live in, Japan actually has about 90 
million more people.

The Japanese language includes three dif-
ferent alphabets. Hiragana is the phonetic alphabet 
for Japanese words, Katakana is the phonetic 
alphabet for foreign words, and Kanji are 
the dense symbols that represent words. 
About 50,000 Kanji exist, but only 
a few thousand are necessary for 
daily life.  To read the majority of 
a newspaper, you would need to 
know about 1,000 Kanji characters. 

Japanese food is appreciated 
all over the world; just about any-
where you can find restaurants serv-
ing sushi, ramen, and many other 
traditional and modern Japanese dishes. 
Surprisingly, sushi rolls are not very common 
in Japan. Eatocracy.com says that, “It’s prob-
ably easier to find good fried chicken in Tokyo than sushi.” 
Some interesting Japanese delicacies include wasabi beer, 
octopus ice cream, cubic watermelons, and wasp crackers. 

Ancient Japanese culture is still alive and well in 

 
by Kelsey Fleming
World Editor

On Dec. 29, billowing surges of smoke and ash 
spewed from El Salvador’s Chaparrastique volcano, 
causing thousands to miss their flights, evacuate 
their homes, and seek safe shelter. As five kilometer-
high clouds shrouded the sky and invaded nearby 
towns, locals fled their homes and sought safer 
ground. After 37 years of silence, Chaparrastique 
erupted early on that Sunday morning to the sur-
prise of many local citizens. As clouds grew and con-
ditions worsened, authorities were forced thousands 
living within 1.9 miles of the volcano to evacuate. 

Civil Defense Director Jorge Melendez reported 
that the government had issued a yellow alert in 
the wake of the growing flumes of smoke and ash. 
Melendez stated, “We have implemented emergency 
measures to evacuate villages located within three 
kilometres of the volcano. One has to leave for one’s 
own safety.”

Following the eruption, local hospitals treated 
two people with smoke-induced respiratory ail-
ments. Assistant Health Minister Eduardo Espinoza 
reported, “We are providing assistance to people 

by Niamh Doyle
Opinion Editor

On Aug. 21, 2013, the syrian govern-
ment used Sarin gas in an attack on its   
citizens—a fiasco that had the world fix-
ated on Syria’s every move and the UN’s 
every plan to end the violence that has 
left the country divided and destroyed. 

With major roles played by the US 
and Russia, the UN decided to order Syria 
to dispose of its chemical weapons that 
had killed over 1,300 people, and left an 
estimated 3,600 people badly injured. 

The chemical in question, sarin gas, 
is considered twenty times more deadly 
than cyanide. The odorless, colorless, 
and tasteless substance can kill within 
a few short minutes of exposure. The 
agent attacks the nervous system, sub-
jecting its victims to respiratory failure. 

Syria is believed to have started 
producing the substance in the 1980’s, 
in the form of ballistic missiles, aircraft, 
and artillery rockets. US officials suspect 
that Syria has more than 1,000 tons of 
chemical weapons in its arsenal, includ-
ing several hundreds of tons of sarin gas. 

The UN has teamed up with the 
Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons (OPCW) to obtain the 
Syrian weapons and destroy them—a 
process that could take many months. 
The head of the U.N team for disposing 
of the weapons, Sigrid Kaag, hopes to 

Country of the Month: Japan

by Rachel Salisbury
Opinion Editor

Kickstarter is an online tool through which 
people fund amazing projects, such as helping 
startups get off their feet or reaching out to others 
to pay off medical bills. The work done through 
Kickstarter is usually incredible, but not always 
conventional. A perfect example of Kickstarter’s 
versatility? Anthony Bobb and Dontray Ennis 
used the website to raise 10,000 dollars to fund 
their venture into North Korea to film their rap 
music video.

Bobb and Ennis—whose stage names are Peso 
and Pacman, respectively—spent five days in North 
Korea’s capital, Pyongyang, filming the music video 
for their song, “Escape to North Korea.” They 

evacuating, and we are asking them to protect 
themselves against the gases, which can affect 
the respiratory tract.” Government authorities 
asserted that the safest course of action was to 
seek safer areas and use moist handkerchiefs to 
prevent respiratory damage.

Located in the heart of the coffee-producing 
San Miguel province, Chaparrastique’s eruption 

Video shot in North Korea

have the mission completed by the end 
of June 2014. 

Weapons are being packaged by 
the Syrian government, loaded onto 
Danish and Norwegian ships, and then 
transferred to a U.S ship where they 
will eventually be destroyed. It is the 
responsibility of the United States 
to facilitate their destruction. This 
includes providing technology for the 
destruction: 3,000 container drums, 
GPS trackers, loading equipment, and 
the transportation and decontamina-
tion of chemicals. 

The United Nations and OPCW have 
faced many setbacks, including bad 
weather and a difficult security situa-
tion in Syria. Kaag has expressed confi-
dence in completing the mission by the 
end of June despite these setbacks, but 
she understands the unpredictability 
of the process. “Syria is a country at 
war;” she commented at a press con-
ference in Damascus on Oct. 22, 2013, 
“the security situation can shift from 
day to day.”

The world looks towards the United 
Nations and the Security Council for 
the completion of this mission, and the 
anticipated destruction of these lethal 
weapons will reduce the fear and ten-
sion that is forever mounting in Syria’s 
war-torn cities. 
(Sources: voanews, BBC, theglobean-
dmail.com)

entered the secretive nation as tourists and used 
a special travel agency that organizes trips to 
North Korea. In order to maintain an innocuous 
image and make sure no news of their filming 
reached North Korean officials before the film 
was shot, the rap duo had to avoid interviews 
before their trip. Even their post on Kickstarter 
was vague.

Although they filmed the video in November, 
Bobb and Ennis did not post the video until 
early January. Since then, the official version 
has received more than 17,000 views and the 
abridged version on The Guardian’s Youtube 
account has received more than 34,000 views. 
“We shot a great music video and did something 
nobody has done, so I feel great about it,” said 
Pacman via his manager.

Already an unpredictable expedition, the 
trip was made additionally unsound when the US 
released a special warning to American tourists 
in North Korea advising extra caution. Yet, Bobb 
and Ennis exited the country with their footage, 
undetected and unharmed.

Not only did Bobb and Ennis set themselves 
apart from other aspiring rappers in Washington 
D.C., where they both are from, but they also got 
a rare look at life in North Korea. Both said that 
the average North Korean seems to be “happy” 
and that people should see the country them-
selves before passing negative judgements based 
off of the country’s media coverage.
(Sources: NY Daily News, The Guardian, 
Huffington Post)

caused damage to several coffee plantations. San 
Miguel de la Frontera, Chinameca, and San Jorge were 
just a few of the towns that experienced heavy ash 
and pungent smells of sulfur in the air. According 
to Santos Osorio, a member of a local coffee growers 
union, a series of inspections are under way to shed 
light on the damages and after-effects of one of the 
region’s most unexpected and startling eruptions 

Nigeria bans gay marriage

Chaparrastique volcano eruption disrupts El Salvador

Chemicals relocated

sion with re-election in mind. Recent theories 
propose the law was an effort on Jonathan’s 
part to gain backing from the nation’s power-
ful churches. He has not publicly expressed his 
personal views on homosexuality.

This is not to say that the law is without 
resistance. One-hundred-sixty-eight suspects 
have been tortured, and 38 have reportedly been 
arrested. In parts of North Nigeria, several gays 
and lesbians have been legally stoned to death. 
Even same-sex tenants, some of whom were just 
friends, have been targeted. Many Nigerian gays 
have already escaped the country, and others are 
strongly considering leaving. However, poorer 
gay Nigerians often cannot afford to flee, and 
will suffer the most at the hands of the “Same 
Sex Marriage Prohibition Act.”
(Sources: CNN, ABC, NY Times, LA Times)

Japan. The country is filled with beautiful temples 
and shrines dedicated to Buddhism and Japan’s 

native religion, Shintoism. One of the most 
popular temples in the Kyoto area is called 

Kinkaku-ji, which translates to Temple of 
the Golden Pavilion. Kinkaku-ji is liter-
ally a golden temple overlooking a pond 
full of koi fish.  Another famous temple 
in Japan is Todaiji, which is home to the 

largest statue of Buddha in Japan. Nara, 
the home of the Todaiji temple, is like deer 

heaven. Deer fill the streets and roam about 
nonchalantly, feasting on the deer crackers that 

vendors sell to tourists. 
Anime, or animated Japanese movies, and Manga, Japa-
nese comics, are popular all over the world. According 

the Mainichi newspaper, 47 percent of Japanese 
women and 74 percent of Japanese men read 

manga. Clearly, manga is a bigger part of 
Japanese pop culture than comics are a 
part of American pop culture. Japanese 
pop music, often shortened to J-POP, is 
similar to American pop music. How-
ever, boy bands and girl bands are more 

common than they are in America. One 
of the most famous J-POP bands is called 

“AKB48” and has 48 members, all female. At 
one point, AKB48 had 92 members.

This island nation is full of exotic things and fasci-
nating experiences. If you ever have the opportunity to 

go to Japan, take it. The people are hospitable, the scenery 
is breathtaking, the blend of temples and skyscrapers will 
give you a historical yet modern trip, and most importantly, 
you will never be hungry.

PYONGYANG: The Tower of Juche Idea juts out of the skyline.

in recent times. In addition to the potential 
damages the volcano induced, the region is 
still recovering from a recent outbreak of leaf 
rust, which reduced output in all five of Central 
America’s coffee producers. 

Air travel was just one of the many industries 
affected by the Chaparrastique eruption. In an 
effort to evade ash, the San Salvador Interna-
tional Airport redirected flights to other airports, 
such as some in Guatemala. To ensure the safety 
of its travelers and employees, Avianca airlines, 
as well as Iberia and United Airlines, canceled 
flights and halted all activity into and out of 
the country.

With Chaparrastique being one of the most 
active of the 23 volcanos in El Salvador, many are 
wary of the potential for a future eruption. Over 
the course of the past 500 years, Chaparrastique 
has erupted 26 times, a figure many scientists 
find alarming and numerically unnerving. Presi-
dent Mauricio Funes, stated, “We are not certain 
there will be new eruptions, but we can’t rule 
out that possibility either.”
(Sources: BBC, CNN, NBC News, PBS News, USA 
Today, Volcano Discovery, The Telegraph)

CHAPARRASTIQUE: The intense smoke from the erupting volcano polluted the air and induced many respiratory injuries.

PRESIDENT OF NIGERIA: Jonathan outlaws gay marriage.
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