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You did not want to be late to the annual Thurs-
day Night Live performance on Jan. 16 at LGHS. 
An hour before the show, the line streamed 
through the front hall and spilled out the 
front door. The tickets were sold out 
and the theater was brimming with 
excited audience members. There was 
no question as to why the show was 
so popular; if the shows from years 
past were any precedent, the talent 
was going to be incredible.

The show had a classy start as 
the two hosts, seniors Nina Kramer 
and Anthony Abaci, walked on stage 
dressed in old-Hollywood garb, intro-
ducing Act One and tossing around a 
few jokes. They continued to be consis-
tently funny throughout, mixing LGHS-
specific jokes in with universal ones so that 
the parents and other adults in the crowd enjoyed 
the skits as much as the students did.

Act One started with juniors Dana Jaco and 
Nikhil Amin; Jaco sang Secret while Amin 
accompanied her on the guitar. That 
impressive performance was followed by 
the only rap performance at Thursday 
Night Live, The Monster, featuring sib-
lings freshman Michael Shusterman 
and senior Lauren Shusterman. 
The show took a break from sing-
ing and instrumentals when juniors 
Maddy Zamora and Tessa Wood 
danced onto the stage, performing a 
jazz routine to Booty Swing. Senior 
Brendan Quigley wowed the crowd 

with his impro-
visation skills on 
his electric guitar. 
Junior Efe Torunoglu 
let the crowd watch his 
creative process as he set his 
laptop and soundboard upstage to 
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Students shine at open mic night 
by Lauren Finkle 
Web Editor 

“What a wonderful evening to showcase the talent of the amazing 
young writers of Los Gatos,” proclaimed Erica Goss, Poet Laureate of 
Los Gatos, after C. B. Hannegan’s Open Mic Night on Wed., Jan. 15.

The event was a special occasion hosted by Goss and LGHS’s Cre-
ative Writing teacher Kristen Austin. Though most of the presenters 
were a part of the Creative Writing class, the mic was open to anyone 
who felt inspired to share their work. The room was packed to the 
point that people were fetching chairs from other areas of the res-
taurant and squeezing in to hear the talent of LGHS.

Goss began with a few words of inspiration and a description of 
what had first inspired her to begin writing. She had brought her 
grandmother’s Royal typewriter to the event and placed it at the front 
of the room, with a piece of paper already inserted so guests could 
try out the antique. “This was the same typewriter my grandmother 

used to write me letters,” she shared.
Erica Goss became the Poet Laureate of Los Gatos in 2013. She 

has a collection of poems out, called Wild Place, based on her life 
in Santa Cruz, her love for nature, and her life as the daughter of a 
World War II survivor.

Four featured speakers opened the evening: senior Andrea Kibel, 
freshman Max Partridge, senior Raymond Pendleton, and junior 
Lauren Finkle. After they shared, many of Ms. Austin’s students 
came up to share. Among those who read were seniors Alexandra 
Wong, Shannon Tabone, Megan Ingram, Morgan Murano, Laura 
Thapa, Morgan Kelly, Rachel Harris, and juniors Maddie Pearce 
and Olivia Logan.

The evening ended with a warm round of applause, and Goss’s 
encouragement of all the young writers. It will hopefully become an 
annual tradition, and its success this year will definitely necessitate 
a larger venue!

put together an original mix, M8. Act One finished with senior 
Tinna Welkley singing House of the Rising Sun accom-

panied by teacher Ralph Aguayo.
 Although Act One was tough to beat, 

the round of performers after intermission 
proved to be just as entertaining. Sopho-

mores Tessa Carroll and Isaac Corne-
lius arranged a mashup of Timber 

and Loveclub, Carroll singing and 
Cornelius playing the alto guitar. 
Junior Chris Perry debuted his 
original song, Roman Candle, 
a catchy tune assisted by his 
guitar and powerful vocals. Senior 

Megan Ingram gave an opera 
performance rivaled only by her 

performance last fall at Unplugged. 
The show picked up pace with a 

band performance of Done. Sophomore 
Sabrina Burnett led on vocals, freshman 

Mason Babb played the drums, Cornelius 
played the guitar and sophomore Teo Niemann 

played the bass. Perhaps the night’s highlight was 
a Blues Brothers Tribute performed by fresh-

men Jaydon Barnett and Nitin Sriniva-
san. They sang and danced to Soul Man 

while in costume, complete with fake 
sideburns. The final act of the night 

was a band performance of Dream 
On, with senior Maggie Niemann 
on lead vocals, her brother, Teo 
Niemann, on base, senior Adrian 
Balderas on guitar, and junior 
Marin Rosenquist on the drums.

Thursday Night Live is one 
of those rare occasions where 

LGHS students can appreciate the 
talent of their friends, classmates, 

or students they have never met. The 
struggle for tickets was not for naught; 

the talent was astounding and the show 
flowed easily from act to act thanks to Kramer 

and Abaci. Go to elgatonews.com or scan the QR 
code to see recordings of all the performances. 
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CLASSIC PERFORMANCE: Juniors Aidan Adams-Campeau and Shoshana Arad wowed on stage. DRAMATIC DUO: Amin and Jaco collaborate to deliver their rendition of Secret.
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