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NEW TV SHOWS RETURN FOR THE WINTER

Awards season is in full swing with an impressive list of movies 
by Ruth Murai
People Editor

Hollywood’s awards season is in full swing, 
and whether it’s the appeal of Leonardo 
DiCaprio in a tuxedo or the sheer joy of 
watching Amy Poehler and Tina Fey take 
the stage together, the Golden Globes 
and Academy Awards are always sure 
to provide lots of entertainment for all.

This year the Golden Globes took 
place on Jan. 12, hosted for the second 
year in a row by comedic legends Fey and 
Poehler. Most movie critics and enthu-
siasts alike were thrilled when American 
Hustle won the award for Best Motion Picture, 
Comedy, or Musical and Twelve Years A Slave 
won Best Motion Picture, Drama. Many were 
surprised, however, when Alfanso Cuaron went 
on to win Best Director for, Gravity, which did 
not win any other awards in the acting or 
drama categories. Although the Golden Globes 
often serves as a good predictor of what films 
will win at the Oscars, the award for Best Pic-
ture seems to be up for grabs between Gravity, 
American Hustle, and Twelve Years a Slave.

In the acting categories, many returning 
favorites collected awards for their work in 
last year’s films. Amy Adams won 
Best Actress for her role in American 
Hustle and  her co-star Jennifer Law-
rence picked up the award for Best 
Supporting Actress. Cate Blanchett 
was the winner for Best Actress 
in a Motion Picture, Drama, for 
her starring role in Blue Jas-
mine, and along with Adams, is 
among the favorite candidates 
to win this year’s Oscar in the 
Best Actress category. 

The award for Best Actor went to 

Leonardo DiCaprio for The Wolf of Wall 
Street and Matthew McConaughey for 
Dallas Buyer’s Club. Although both 
DiCaprio and McConaughey are nomi-

nated for Best Actor at the Oscars, 
the favorite this year is DiCaprio, 
who has never won an Academy 
Award. Jared Leto picked up the 
Golden Globe for Best Support-
ing Actor for his work in Dallas 

Buyer’s Club, also making him the 
top choice for the Oscar.

Unlike the Oscars, the Golden 
Globes also cover the best television 
shows of the year. Breaking Bad fans 
were thrilled when the series won Best 
Television Drama after airing its final 
season this past year. Bryan Cranston, 
the star of Breaking Bad, picked up 
the Golden Globe for Best Actor in a 
Television Drama, while his co-star, 
Aaron Paul lost the award for Best Sup-
porting Actor to Jon Voight for his role 
in Ray Donovan. Newcomer Brooklyn 99 
picked up the award for Best Comedy, 

with its star, Andy Samberg, also 
winning the award for Best Actor 

in a Comedy. 
  Although movie fans 

will have to wait until March 
3 for the Academy Awards, 
there is most definitely ben-
efit in having time to see 
the nominees that were 
most recently released, 
such as Frozen, nomi-
nated for Best Animated               

Feature Film, and Her, nomi-
nated for Best Picture. 

by Anna Esslinger
Culture Editor

Every year, as high-profile 
award shows like The Golden 
Globes and The Academy Awards 
air, moviegoers take a look back 
and think of the year’s best 
movies. This year, movies like 
Her, Wolf of Wall Street, and 
Inside Llewyn Davis, raise the 
standard for high caliber movies. 

One of the most interest-
ing and creative movies of the 
year is definitely  Spike Jonze’s 
Her. Set in the not so distant 
future, Her follows Theodore 
Twombly as he falls in love 
with his personalized operat-
ing system, Samantha, who is 
voiced by Scarlett Johansson. 
Joaquin Phoenix played the 
lead and gave what I thought 
to be the best performance of 
the year. This offbeat romance 
is the perfect combination of 
uproariously funny moments, 
heartwarming dialogue, and 
depressing scenes of isolation. 
Although Phoenix and Johans-
son starred in the majority of the movie, there 
were impressive cameos by Rooney Mara, Chris 
Pratt, and Amy Adams. Not only was the movie 
well-written and well-acted, but it was also 
aesthetically stunning. 

Two critically-acclaimed movies focused on 
financial corruption hit the screens this year: 
American Hustle and The Wolf of Wall Street. 
Of the two, I thought Wolf of Wall Street was 
definitely better. Although American Hustle 
received praise from critics, many thought 

the movie was slow and 
confusing. The Wolf of Wall 
Street, on the other hand 
was fast-paced and intense. 
Overflowing with nudity, 
cocaine, Quaaludes, and a 
record-breaking amount 
of profanity, this movie is 
probably one of the most 
controversial movies of the 
year. Leonardo DiCaprio did 
an excellent job portraying 
the corrupt, drug-addicted 
Jordan Belfort. While watch-
ing the movie, I had never 
hated DiCaprio more and I 
loved him because of it. 

One of the most under-
stated movies of the year, 
Inside Llewyn Davis, is 
receiving a lot of mixed 
reviews. This movie follows 
folk-singer Llewyn Davis as 
he couch-surfs across Green-
wich Village and travels 
across the country. Many 
thought it was boring, but I 
considered it to be one of the 

best movies. Writers, producers, and creators, 
Joel and Ethan Coen, masterfully wrote this 
movie to resemble the style of a folk song; it 
opened with one event, then provided a back-
ground story, and then concluded the movie 
with the same event except now the viewer has 
a lot more information and insight. 

Needless to say, the year has been a great 
year for film. Hopefully people will remember 
2013 as the year of movies like the ones listed 
above instead movies like The Guilt Trip. 

bbc’s Sherlock fans rejoice
by Haley Wade
Editor-in-Chief

Jan. 5 marked the return of Sherlock, a 
BBC show that had been on hiatus for two 
years and driven fans crazy with anticipa-
tion. Sherlock is a modern adaptation of Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s classic novels, taking 
place in present-day London and starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch as Sherlock Holmes 
and Martin Freeman as Dr. John Watson.  
      Season Two ended in January 2012 with 
a cliffhanger that left viewers wondering 
whether Holmes was dead or alive. “The 
Empty Hearse” was the first episode of 
Season Three to air, followed by a surge of 
social media posts tagged with #Sherlock-
Lives. This episode worked towards repairing 
John and Sherlock’s relationship after two 
years of Sherlock faking his own death. It 
ultimately takes a bomb threat for the crime-
solving pair to patch things up.

The second episode, “The Sign of Three,” 

revolved more around character development 
than actual crime solving, a storyline 
that strayed from the usual episode 
layout. This episode included action 
sequences strung throughout Sher-
lock’s best-man speech at John’s 
Wedding. The pieces of several 
unsolved mysteries come together 
at the end of the episode to create a                                 
high-tension conclusion.

The third and final episode, “His 
Last Vow,” returned to the one show-
one mystery premise of the first two 
seasons. It was a fan’s dream come true, 
featuring an intense criminal with a 
mind to match Sherlock’s, a surprising 
plot twist, and the return of a favorite 
character. As per usual, the season ended 
with a cliffhanger, leaving the audience 
to wait in torment for another eternity 
until the release date of season four                       
is announced.

True Detective Premieres
by Aidan Adams-Campeau
Humor Editor

HBO’s already formidable lineup 
is joined this season by a gripping 
drama that is already attracting criti-
cal acclaim. The new show, True Detec-
tive, stars Matthew McConaughey and 
Woody Harrelson as two police officers, 
Rust Cohle and Martin Hart, tracking 
down a serial killer in 1980s Louisi-
ana. The narrative alternates between 
modern day interviews with Hart and 
Cohle and flashbacks to their days as 

partners working the case. 
The show has a brooding tone, and 

McConaughey delivers a powerful perfor-
mance as the brilliant but troubled Cohle. 
Though the first few episodes are not 
action-packed, the impressive acting by 
Harrelson and McConaughey is more than 
enough to draw and keep the attention 
of the viewer. 

Between the intelligent and thought-
provoking dialogue and the spectacular 
performances by the leading men, True 
Detective is a show you shouldn’t miss. 

Viewers  return to Downton Abbey
by Lauren Finkle
Web Master

PBS’s surprise hit Downton Abbey has 
returned for its fourth season. Many view-
ers are still crying into their hankerchiefs 
after Matthew Crawley’s senseless death, 
leaving his newborn son George without 
a father.

The season started off bleak, with Lady 
Mary wandering the Abbey like a zombie. 
Her soulless stare began to annoy even 

her saintly ladies’ maid Anna. Now that 
Matthew is gone, Robert is trying to 
regain control over the estate. He treats 
Mary like a glass ornament, not because 
he loves her, but because he has turned 
into a power-hungry character. Tom tries 
desperately to get Mary involved in the 
estate affairs, finally asking Carson to 
shock her out of her trance. Though she 
initially breaks Carson’s heart by telling 
him he’s out of line, she finally listens 
and pushes Robert aside to lead the 

estate with less bungling ideas.
On a tragic note, Anna and Bates 

got roughly an hour and a half of happy 
screentime before Anna was raped by a 
visiting valet, Charles Green. She refuses 
to tell anyone other than Mrs. Hughes, 
fearing that Bates will learn of what 
happened and kill Green. Their relation-
ship suffers horribly when Anna draws 
into a protective shell and barely speaks 
to her husband. This plotline broke my 
heart and many others’, as Anna is one 
of the sweetest characters on the show. 
Downton is veering into the nitty-gritty 
of life in the 1920s, and it remains to be 
seen whether they can pull it off.

Overall, Downton started on a wobbly 
note. With fan favorites Matthew and 
Sybil gone, and the remaining beloved 
characters drowning in grief, the show 
suffers from new characters who are pale 
imitations of the old. Hopefully they can 
refocus over the course of this season.

girls continues 
by Hana Beach
Editor-in-Chief

HBO’s witty, cringe-worthy “dramedy” 
GIRLS is back for its third season. After 
a meltdown caused by her Obsessive 
Compulsive Disorder, Hannah, who is 
played by the show’s creator and writer 
Lena Dunham, begins the season in a 
generally better place. Don’t worry, a few 
minutes into the season Hannah’s Ebook 
editor tells her “Why didn’t you tell me 
you were suffering from mental illness? 
That’s something we can work with.” And 
we know GIRLS hasn’t changed at all. 

This season has been noted for its 
overall sourness, with many of charac-

ter spiraling into deep depression. Marnie, 
played by Allison Williams, is wallowing in 
her own self pity; Shoshanna, played by Zosia 
Mamet, has experienced a sexual awakening; 
and Jessa, played by Jemima Kirke, entered 
rehab, then got kicked out in the first two 
episodes of the show. 

GIRLS, always starting controversy, has 
been bashed for this season’s sad plot lines. 
However, Dunham takes these unfortunate, 
realistic situations and creates hysterical, 
heartwarming, and occasionally off-putting 
scenes. The critics claim that GIRLS has lost 
its charm. But GIRLS hasn’t changed at all: it 
is still the graphic, clever, upbeat series that 
we know and love. 
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