
On April 24, Rana Plaza, a garment factory in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, collapsed, killing 1,127 people. In response 
to this tragic disaster, many are calling into question the 
deplorable working conditions of Bangladesh’s low-cost gar-
ment industry. As authorities continue to investigate the 
incident, a cloud of mystery remains. 

According to investigators, the building owner added 
floors to the structure illegally and failed to inform the 
factories of the building’s inability to accommodate large 
and heavy equipment. The owner was also aware of cracks 
in the structure of the building a day before the incident. 
As a result of the owner’s failure to take action and prevent 
the inevitable collapse of the building, he and eight other 
people are currently in custody. 

Collapse kills many in Bangladesh Virus spreads to Europe
by Kelsey Fleming 
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The novel coronavirus (NCoV) that was first identified in September in the Middle 
East, where it killed half of those infected, has recently spread to France. Once con-
tracted it can cause pneumonia and kidney failure. The new virus is from the same 
family as the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) virus that originated in Asia 
in 2003 and spread to two dozen countries. Both are coronaviruses, which means they 
are found in both humans and animals. The virus is likely to have jumped from bats 
to humans due to similarities with a common bat virus. 

The World Health Organization determined that the virus can be passed from 
human to human only after prolonged contact. Most of its victims are older men 
with pre-existing medical conditions. The first victim in France was a 65-year-old 
man who returned from a tour in Dubai where he picked up the virus. It then spread 
to a 50-year-old man who shared a room with the first victim in late April. While 
the first victim’s condition was relatively stable, the second victim was taken into 
intensive care on Sun., May 12. They are currently being kept in isolation so as to 
prevent further spread of the virus. 

Pamphlets are now available in French airports that advise people to wash their 
hands frequently and be cognizant of the various symptoms of the virus, such as fever. 

Dr. Benoît Guéry, director of the Lille Hospital’s infectious disease unit, thinks 
the virus may be transmitted through the air. Interestingly, though, doctors and 
nurses who were in contact with the infected men tested negative for having the 
virus. Similarly, others who went on the tour to the United Arab Emirates with the 
first victim were tested and showed no signs the virus. 

Despite the limited knowledge on the outbreak of the virus, Dr. Keiji Fukuda of 
the World Health Organization feels confident that hospitals will be able to treat the 
severe illness. After the SARS outbreak in the early 2000s, medical workers are more 
aware of what steps to take to prevent the spread of the virus, and they will hopefully 
control and eliminate the virus before it takes its toll. The WHO said the “important 
and major challenge” with the virus is figuring out what causes the infections, where 
it originates, and how widespread it is. 

The NCoV continues to spread yet it remains to be seen how much damage it can do.
(Sources: CDC, NY Times, CNN)

Women have been confined to “the back of the bus” in 
Israel for the past 16 years, ever since Israel’s ultra-Orthodox 
minority began making demands for such segregation in 
1997. Recently, the Israeli government has pledged to fight 
this blatant form of discrimination. 

Israel’s Justice Minister Tzipi Livni promised to stop 
the ultra-Orthodox faction from trying to enforce gender 
segregation in public. “Discrimination against women in 
public places, in public services, cannot be allowed,” Livni 
told Army Radio. “I instructed the Justice Ministry to draft 
legislation that will make any segregation of women and 
their humiliation in a public space a criminal offense.” 

Livni’s statement comes a full two years after the 
Israeli Supreme Court ruled that forced gender segregation 
was illegal. “A public transportation operator, like any 
other person, does not have the right to order, request or 
tell women where they may sit simply because they are 
women,” Supreme Court Justice Elyakim Rubinstein wrote 
in his ruling. “They [may] sit wherever they like. As I now 
read over these lines emphasizing this I am astounded that 
there was even a need to write them in the year 2011,” he 
added. “Have the days of Rosa Parks, the African American 

woman who collapsed the racist segregation on an Alabama 
bus in 1955 returned?”

This issue represents a struggle between the super-
religious group, the Haredim, and the secular majority. The 
Haredim wants to enforce gender segregation in accordance 
with the writings of the Talmud, but the plurality of Israelis 
believe these practices to be outdated.

These differing opinions came to a head on May 10, when 
a group of ultra-Orthodox men protested against liberal 
women activists wearing prayer shawls at the Western Wall 
that had traditionally only been worn by men. These same 
women are also involved in the back-of-the-bus gender 
segregation protests. In an unprecedented move, the Israeli 
police force detained a few of those men; in the past, the 
police arrested women for simply wearing the prayer shawls 
in public.

A court judgment two weeks ago ruled that women can 
pray as they see fit. Prior to this ruling, women who did 
not follow tradition were arrested, in accordance with a 
2003 court judgment which ruled that traditional forms of 
worship must be observed. 

These developments are significant; Israel is finally start-
ing to respect the rights of non-Orthodox Jews and women. 
(Sources: NY Times, Reuters, Haaretz, Telegraph)GENDER SEGREGATION: Women are forced to the back of the bus and forbidden from entering certain places.

Israel moves to end gender segregation in public places
by David Frankle
World Editor
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On May 13, three weeks after the collapse, authorities 
called off the search for the dead. According to Mohammad 
Amir Hossain Mazumder, deputy director of civil defense 
and fire service, “The site will be handed over to police for 
protection. There will be no more activities from the fire 
service or army.”

For weeks, rescuers filled the site of the collapse search-
ing for bodies and remaining survivors. On May 12, the last 
body was discovered. A prayer service was held May 14 for 
the victims. 

Amidst all the harrowing devastation, many were rescued. 
After 17 days buried under the rubble, Reshma Begum, a 
seamstress at the factory, was rescued. Living off of cook-
ies and bottled water, Begum survived over two weeks in 
complete and utter darkness. As rescuers scoured through 
rubble, they heard her shout, “I’m alive. Please rescue me!” 
After rescuers pulled her from the wreckage, she vowed, “I 
will not work in a garment factory again.”

According to the advocacy group International Labor 
Rights Forum, factory fires and building collapses in Bangla-
desh have killed over 1,800 factory workers since 2005. In 
November, at a garment factory in Dhaka, 112 factory work-
ers perished because of inadequate emergency exits and the 
illegal construction of five floors in an eight-story building. 
Government officials are currently taking steps to improve 
working conditions at garment factories and prevent similar 
tragedies. So far, the government’s cabinet has approved 
the Bangladesh Labour Act, a legislative bill focused on the 
protection of workers’ rights. Cabinet Secretary M. Musharraf 
Hossain Bhuiyan said that he not only believes the Bangla-
desh Labour Act will benefit the lives of the workers but that 
it will also “help increase productivity.”
(Sources: CBC, CNN, Fox News) 

COLLAPSE: People and rescuers gather around the site of the collapse.
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