
his favorite artists include Machinedrum, Death Grips, Ariana Grande, Flying Lotus, and R.Kelly; his two 
greatest musical influences are Amon Tobin and Noisia, both of whom produce electronic dance music. 

Toronoglu has started a band with a student at Menlo School; the duo is called Vendetta. The two find 
time to practice despite the distance between them. “He and I meet every weekend and make music for 
about six to eight hours. And during the week we brainstorm ideas and send them back and forth to each 
other by sending each other the ideas using Dropbox.” 

In October, Vendetta received a lot of feedback and offers from independant labels, “Betamorph record-
ings, an independent Drum and Bass label, contacted us shortly after and wanted to sign our track “Lone” 
and release it. We were so surprised and so happy, and we agreed to it right away. They signed our track 
and it was released on Beatport on Nov. 15, and released on iTunes and Amazon on Nov. 29. At the same 
time, DLA Black, a large drum and bass label, contacted us wanting to sign our songs “Don’t Stop,” “Spring,” 
and  “Warm Memories.” We agreed and the three songs are going to be released through DLA Black soon.” 

When he is not busy producing new songs or signing contracts, Toronoglu enjoys playing golf, debating, 
or watching his favorite TV series Game of Thrones.

Use the QR Codes below to listen to some of Efe Toronoglu’s music. 
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Freshman Charlotte Pla loves animation and architecture
by Liat Rubin
Student Life/Sports Editor 
     Freshman Charlotte Pla believes in “taking 
things in and finding hidden meanings in everyone 
and everything.” As a strong believer in kindness, 
Pla also thinks that   
“materialistic things won’t count 
as much as the lives you 
touch in the end.” It is 
these ideals, as well as 
her vast collection of 
worldly experiences, 
have helped form the 
enticing and unique 
individual that is Char-
lotte Pla.

Though only a 
freshman, Pla has trav-
eled across the United 
States and even through-
out Europe. The begin-
ning of her journey began 
when she was born in North 
Carolina to parents of American 
and French descent. At age one, she 
moved to France, became fluent in French, and then 
moved back to North Carolina when she was three. 
Pla then moved to Arizona for five years and finally 
settled in Los Gatos.

 Although she does not remember much about 
her experiences in France and North Carolina, Pla 

recalls Arizona with mixed emotions. She laments 
about the “defined mold” in her small town of Chan-
dler, Arizona, that each teen felt pressured to fit 
into. To Pla, the “Chandler mold” seemed to say  “if 
you don’t fit into it, too bad!” It is because of her dis-
tinct dislike of  the teenage pressure to “fit in” 
that Pla loves California. “Anywhere you 

go here there are people to accept 
you. Moving here has made me 

more self-accepting; I think 
it has helped me change 
for the better.”

As a result of her 
experiences in Ari-
zona, Pla is always on 
the lookout for things 
that don’t quite fit a 
“cookie cutter” mold, 
with people being one 

of them. “Everyone is dif-
ferent and a lot of people 

aren’t appreciated for the ways 
they are different. My goal when I 

meet someone new is to find how they dif-
ferentiate from the rest of us, and to recognize 
them for that instead of just looking at them as just 
another person. By observing people you really get 
to understand them.”

It was Pla’s love for things that “stand out” 
that sparked her love of architecture. Her interest 
in architecture started when, at ten years old, Pla 

saw a beautiful building outside an Arizona football 
stadium that struck her as “out of the ordinary and 
incredible.” From that moment on, she was deter-
mined to become an architect. Recently, she was 
given a tour of the new Los Gatos Cinema in Down-

town Los Gatos. She was in awe at the mag-
nificent architectural work taking place. 

Pla hopes to intern for an architec-
tural firm sometime during her 

high school career. Although 
architecture has been her 
dream profession since 
elementary school, 
Pla likes to keep her 
options open; “I don’t 
like to bind myself to 
anything. I tend to 
change my mind a lot.”

Pla is also interested 
in becoming an animation 

producer. Her infatuation 
with the profession started after 

meeting a DreamWorks animation 
producer who told her all about the busi-

ness. Another reason for Pla’s interest in anima-
tion producing is her love of art. “I use sketching and 
drawing to try and recreate a moment in time that I 
thought was amazing and worth keeping record of. 
But instead of taking just a picture of that moment, 
sketching it by your own hand allows you to add 
elements that you think the moment highlighted 

for you or signified.” Every summer Pla travels with 
her aunt, a San Francisco based artist, to Maryland 
where they sketch and paint on the Chesapeake Bay. 
No matter what profession she decides to take up, 
Pla wants a job that makes her use her imagination. 

She explained that, “I don’t want a 
job I’ll get bored of in a couple 

of years, I want something 
that will always keep me 

on my feet.”
Charlotte Pla is not 

like every other girl. 
She finds interest in 
things the average 
person does not think 
to pay attention to, 
noticing the finest 
details. She carries 
with her a sense of 

maturity and under-
standing beyond her 

years. She is unafraid to 
step outside of the “cookie 

cutter molds” so many of us 
feel the pressure to fit into. 

Each experience in Pla’s life has played a key role 
in shaping her into the person she is today. Her 
life has been bound in a web, with each experience 
coming together to make her a stronger and wiser 
person with a sharp sense of who she is, and who 
she hopes to become.

Peter Stump plans world domination
by Ruth Murai

  People Editor 
      Senior Peter Stump has never been practical. Instead he goes 

beyond what may be considered “normal” or “easy” to achieve true 
greatness. Stump’s ambition, although still prevalent in his accom-
plishments today, started when he was just a toddler. “I never learned 

to walk,” reminisced Stump of his childhood days, “but it’s only 
because I started out running full speed at the age of three. 

Before then I just sat.” His days of sitting are far in the past, 
and Stump has continued on his path to greatness with a 
combination of wit, speed, and what he fondly refers to as 
“the Stump Charm.”

In order to keep his wit and intellect sharp, Stump 
enjoys learning about history. “I think in order to have 
a sustainable future, we have to learn from our past,” 
Stump said thoughtfully. When not criticising the great 
leaders of the past, such as Julius Caesar and Napoleon 
Bonaparte, Stump enjoys contemplating the stars. 
Although he claims to be an avid stargazer and overall 

space enthusiast, Stump replied, “what are those?” when 
asked what his favorite constellation is. 

While slightly misinformed when it comes to the stars 
in the night sky, there is one star Stump is perfectly 
familiar with on both an intellectual and emotional level: 

Liam Hemsworth. “He’s just got one of those faces,” 
Stump said of his favorite celebrity. In particular, 

Stump claims to be mostly fond of Hemsworth’s left 
eye because “it is not his right eye.”

When not stargazing or Hemsworth-obsessing, Stump prepares 
endlessly for his future in a position that, “not many know 
about, but it’s called ruling the world.”  In his first step 
toward world domination, Stump claims he will “kill all the 
males except for me, because males are obsolete,” making 
females the dominant sex in Stump’s new Eden. As ruler of 
a completely female world, Stump said his job will mostly 
entail “opening the pickle jars, because most of the time 
women’s hands are too small to do it.” As for the future 
Stump said that, “I hope that, no matter what I do, I will be 
able to benefit somebody.”

Although still only a high school student, Stump helps others 
by going on mission trips to China during the summer, where he 
works as a counselor in English Second Language camps. These 
camps offer Chinese students the opportunity to learn english 
as a second language. Perhaps the most difficult, yet enlighten-
ing part of Stump’s trips to China has been his experience of 
a language barrier. “Well, they know Mandarin, and I don’t,” 
elaborated Stump, “I only know ‘Anglais’ but that’s French, so 
I guess I know that too.” From this communication trouble, 
Stump felt he learned a valuable lesson, “You don’t really need 
to speak the same language to communicate with someone. Just 
a smile can make a difference.” 

Although Stump has not yet achieved total world domi-
nation, he seems to be well on his way with his plans. Until 
then, he will finish out his years at LGHS gazing at the stars 
by night, and planning for the mass murder of half the human 
population by day. 

Efe Toronoglu kicks off his musical career
by Sean Clark
Humor Editor

 Los Gatos is home to a handful of talented musicians, but junior Efe Toronoglu stands out from the 
rest. Since the summer before eighth grade, Toronoglu has been producing his own electronic music. 
However, he has come a long way from the self-proclaimed “absolute garbage” he made in his early days. 
Though no one else in his family is a musician, they support his musical talents, “My entire family is full 
of doctors and engineers and teachers. I’m the first one in my family to do anything with music really, 
though thankfully my family is supportive and helpful with my music. At the same time, my father who is 
an engineer shows me the science and math behind music and sound, and it’s given me quite a perspective 
when it comes to looking at music and making music.” 

Toronoglu started off by making “hip-hop and very cheesey Avicci-style house music,” but as of last 
year, he makes “Neurofunk” and “liquid drum and bass.” These two subgenres of electronic dance music 
are “incredibly fast and focused on strange sounds.” Toronoglu’s music taste greatly differs from his own 
music style. He said, “Even though I make electronic dance music, I don’t actually listen to it much; in 
my free time I listen to a lot of hip-hop, jazz, experimental electronic music, and pop music.” Some of 

Check out Efe’s 
first single 
“Lone” here!

If  you want 
the rest of his 
music it’s all 
free here!
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