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by Liat Rubin
National Editor
     On June 30, Vladimir Putin, President of Russia, signed a bill banning the propaganda 
of homosexual relations to minors in Russia. This law, commonly referred to as the Russian 
Anti-Gay Propaganda law, has been implemented to “protect” minors from anything that 
might “encourage homosexual attitudes, make nontraditional sexual relations attractive, 
equate the social value of traditional and nontraditional relationships, or create an interest 
in non-traditional relationships.”
     According to the law any person talking about or promoting anything to do with homo-
sexuality can be fined up to one million rubles (approximately 30,000 US dollars), depending 
on the extremity of the crime.       
    Foreign citizens and stateless people in Russia who violate the terms of the Anti-Gay law 
can also be fined and sentenced to prison.
      This law complicates affairs concerning the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. 
Since it states that officials can arrest anyone who is contributing to the “propaganda of 
minors,” even visitors from other countries are at a threat of being arrested. This means that 
Olympians, reporters, and visiting fans will be risking arrest and fines.
     The Russian government is claiming that they will not impose the law during the games, 
but this decision is not unanimous. This means that visitors during the games are still at 
risk of being reprimanded for any activity that an official might find illegal, frightening 
many of the people planning to attend the games.
     In response to this law, activists all over the world have been showing their support of 
gays in Russia by protesting and holding strikes. One of the most popular organized pro-
tests against the Russian government is the “Dump Russian Vodka” campaign. Bartenders 
everywhere are boycotting Russian vodka in order to do their part in supporting Russian 
homosexuals, and individuals hoping to do the same in keeping Russian products out of in 
their personal liqour cabinets.
      There are also petitions with thousands of signatories, to boycott the Winter Games and to 
put Milonov and Elena Mizulina (the Russian politicians behind the law), on the visa ban list.
(Sources: Policy Mic, CNN, Huffington Post) 
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by Kelsey Fleming
World Editor
     On Thurs., Aug. 29, scientists announced the 
discovery of the largest canyon on Earth. Using NASA 
airborne radar images, scientists at the University of 
Bristol discovered a 460 mile long, 2,600 feet deep, 
and six miles wide “megacanyon” hidden over a mile 
beneath the ice sheets of Greenland. Running from the 
middle of Greenland to the Petermann Glacier fjord, 
the canyon is longer than the 308 mile long Yarlung 
Tsangpo Grand Canyon in China and the 277 mile long 
Grand Canyon of Arizona. 
     According to scientists at the University of Bristol, 
the ice sheets have covered the canyon for more than 
4 million years. Because of the rising concerns of global 
warming, scientists have focused more of their atten-
tion on Greenland and the steady decline of its ice 

Greenland’s canyon hidden in ice
sheets. While researching the effects of climate change, 
scientists discerned a “long, linear feature” from NASA 
radar images. 
     David Vaughn at the British Antarctic Survey in 
Cambridge said “A discovery of this nature shows that 
the Earth has not yet given up all its secrets. A 750 
kilometer canyon preserved under the ice for millions of 
years is a breathtaking find in itself, but this research 
is also important in furthering our understanding of 
Greenland’s past. This area’s ice sheet contributes to sea 
level rise, and this work can help us put current changes 
in context.” Vaughn went on to say, “The Greenland and 
Antarctic ice sheets hide a lot. It’s pretty surprising to 
find this canyon. Greenland isn’t that big for a canyon 
of that size, and for it to survive in its preglacial form 
after successive glaciations is quite something.” 
     Due to the v-shaped chasms of the canyon and the 
flat bottoms of the valley, scientists believe that seawa-
ter shaped the valley instead of ice. Jonathan Bamber, 
a glaciologist at the University of Bristol, said “It’s a 
continuous canyon. It’s pretty deep. It very much looks 
like it predates the ice sheets. We think it’s indicative 
of a river system that was here before the ice sheet 
was there, and which perhaps was modified by the ice 
sheet cover some, but not much… It looks like it was 
a pretty extensive river system millions of years ago.”
Scientists believe the canyon plays an important role 
in transporting subglacial melted water to the ocean. 
Data suggests that the canyon transported melted 
water from the ice sheet interior of Greenland’s coast 
to the northern stretches of the canyon millions of 
years ago. Further research into the ice sheets and the 
effects of climate change may shed light on the future 
of Greenland.  
     Bamber said, “With satellite images instantly avail-
able on a mobile phone we could assume that the Earth 
has been fully mapped, but there’s clearly a lot left to 
discover. We’re incredibly excited about this—it really 
is a once in a lifetime discovery to find something on 
this scale… We live in the 21st century, and we are still 
discovering 750 kilometer features under the Greenland 
ice sheet that we didn’t know about. You think that 
everything that could be known about the land surface 
is known, but it’s not. There’s still so much to learn 
about the planet.”
(Sources: CNN, NBC News, Los Angeles Times, CBS News, 
BBC News)ICE SHEETS: Greenland has the second largest ice sheet in the world
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